Initiated disciple of Sri Nikuiija Gopal Gosvami.

(His words are wholly representative of Sadhu Baba’s teachings)

Based on exchanges of letters and personal meetings with Advaita Das

dui jane nildcale rahibo ek sange, sukhe gowaibo krsna-kotha range (CC)

ei dhvani nayana jhoruk anadi kala

“You and I will stay together in Nilacala
and blissfully spend the time speaking of Krsna.”

May tears flow from my eyes forever at these divine sounds...

[From Advaita Das’ diary, about the first encounter with Nirafijan Prasad Das
at Sadhu Baba’s Ashram]

November 27, 1982 — An elderly gentleman, wearing a neat white dhoti,
shyly enters into my room. He speaks English. He is a teacher in the neighborhood
and is deeply impressed that Baba has accepted a Western Sisya. He is charmed and
interested. With his extraordinary friendliness and modesty he wins my confidence.
He is the father of Krsna, Baba’s first disciple. His name is Nirafijjan Babu. The first

thing he tells me is: "You are very fortunate — that you have taken shelter of Baba."
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Advaita Das: “Is Guru-seva greater than mala japa?”

Nirafijjan Prasad Das: “Both should be done, but Guru-seva is greater. Don’t
mind if I say this, but all this (your) knowledge is useless without Guru. Guru is
anugraha Sakti, krpa sakti (the power of compassion). (When you come to the pearly
gates) Bhagavan will ask Baba: 'Who is this?' and Baba will say: 'This is my son'. He is
the witness. Then you will be admitted. Otherwise not — who would recognise and
accept you? If You have no Guru the Lord will stop you at the gate — “No Guru? No
admission. Get out — who are you?” @® 12 Jcsites iz %} — What Guru has said, that is
all. Otherwise you will fall down. Meditation on the Guru leads beyond the material
modes - satyam Sivam sundaram.”

On another occasion Nirafijjan Babu called the Guru %81® (the Lord’s)

ambassador. - conversation October 2003

Advaita Das: “It is said that once Sri Radharani gave Her prasadi tambiila to a
disciple of Sri Gopala Bhatta Gosvami on Harivasara day (ekadasi). While chewing
these betel-leaves he came to see Sri Gurudeva, who rejected his disciple for eating
pan on ekadasi. Sri Radharani then asked Bhatta Gosvami - "Is the law of the
Gosvamis’ books even higher than Her grace?" Sripada replied to $ri Radharani's lotus
feet that Her natural mercy can never come in violation of saddcara (regulative
principles). He had rejected his disciple, knowing for sure that some test (of
Radharani) was hidden in the event. Sri Radharani replied: "I understood that you

have become qualified as a genuine acarya!" What is your opinion on this story?
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Niraiijan Prasad Das: So true this is! The order of Sri Guru overrides all else
and is truly the perfection of following the scriptures! Sri Gurudeva is the all-
auspicious dacarya. Look in Bhagavad Gita (2.7): Sisyas te’ham sadhi mam tvam
prapannam - “I am Your disciple, instruct me — I am surrendered unto You!” This story
fires up the powerful heart of a loyal disciple. Just see how great the glories of Guru
are — Gopal Bhattajl said even to Srimati Radharani — “Who are You? This is my
disciple!”

Letter, November 1997 and personal conversation October 2003

Advaita Das: “Guru seems to be prominent in the statement mahadjano yena
gatah sa panthah (Mahabharata) “The path is that which the great souls have tread”
(Srutayo vibhinna — “Scriptures say different things”) while the Bhagavad Gita (ch. 16)

again exalts the importance of scripture.” Whom should we follow?

Nirafijan Prasad Das: sastra pramana Sirodharya — We carry the authority of
scripture on our heads. We can make mistakes but the scriptures’ authority is

flawless. Baba also said wholeheartedly:

tasmacchastram pramanam te karyakarya vyavasthitau.

jhatva sastra-vidhanoktam karma kartum iharhasi

“Therefore the scriptures decide what is to be done and what is not to be
done. When one knows the rules of scripture one should act accordingly.” (Bhagavad
Gita 16.24)

If there is any doubt then ‘mahajano yena gatah sa panthah’ - follow the path of
the saints. Now Baba is aprakata (unmanifest, deceased); when he was alive it is
regretted that we were not fortunate enough to ask him many things. Now the many
difficult problems and issues must be dhyana-sannivista mane cintaniya (deliberated
with a mind absorbed in meditation) and are antaryami guru-sapeksa (dependent on

the Guru within the heart).”
- Letter, May 25, 1996

Advaita Das: In his commentary on Vilapa Kusumaijali, verse 58, Srila
Ananda Gopala Gosvami said : “Whether bhakti is pleased with him or not, the

devotee does not aim at that.” What does that mean?” Does it mean: “I will practise
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whatever upasanad my Guru has given me, whether it brings me perfection or not or

whether it brings me bhakti or not?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: Yes. Such firm determination and naisthika bhajana will

certainly invoke the mercy of the Lord.”
- Letter August 22, 2000

Advaita Das: “It is often said that the Guru must come back again and again
until all his disciples are liberated. What about this?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: 'The Guru comes back again and again, but only for the
obedient disciple. He takes the disciple's karma at the time of diksa, but not the sins

committed after diksa.”

Advaita Das: “What about committing sin deliberately after diksa?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: 'That should not be done. It is improper.”

“Guru is the gateway to attain complete perfection in devotion, the basic
philosophy of the scriptures is bhaktir eva enam nayati bhaktir eva enam darsayati ca —

“Devotion only brings Him into reach, devotion only reveals Him.”
- Letter, November 20, 2000

“I was not a young man when I met the sat-Guru — When I was 60 years old I
had this amazing vision — I saw the Guru - Guru, Guru. Whatever I had heard before
that was at once erased. I erased everything. He pulled me to his lap — behold the
vision of the Guru! After hearing Baba’s lectures I gave up listening to all other
lecturers.”

“To remember the Guru - that is human life. I have not seen Bhagavan — how
will I remember Him? I have never seen Him, but I have got (seen) my Gurudeva.”

“Will T see the Yamuna, or the twelve forests? Can I do a 84 Krosh Vraja
Parikrama without Gurudeva? If I would leave the footsoles of Guru and go to see
Vrndavana I will not see or hear anything. If the Guru takes me by the hand I will
see, otherwise I will not go. But I will not go there by leaving the Guru. Who (else)
will show me? First the Guru must go there to show me, otherwise how will I go

there?”
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“My rare human life should be a success after getting the mercy of the lotus-
feet of such a compassionate genuine Guru, who is a tangible form of Sadasiva, a life-
long brahmacari, of whose arch-father Sriman Mahaprabhu loudly told the whole
world ‘nadhar hunkare more ei avatara’ — I descended to earth only because Advaita
called Me.” The scriptures say naratvam durlabham loke — “In this world a human
birth is truly rare.” One is very fortunate to get it. Such a chance comes but once, and
if it is lost, it is lost for-ever. This is frightening me. Lord forgive me and give me

shelter at Your divine feet — this is my prayer.”
- Letter, July 25, 2002

Advaita Das: “The third offence to the chanting of the holy name is guror
avajiia, disrespecting or disregarding the Guru. Does that mean that doing japa or
harinama without taking that holy name first from the Guru is also an offence to the

chanting of the holy name?”

Nirafijjan Prasad Das: “Disregarding or disrespecting the Guru is a great
offence to the holy name. If you won’t get the holy name from Sri Gurudeva then
where else will you get it from? It has to be received from the Guru, otherwise it will
be fruitless. The scriptures say: asraya loiya bhaje tare krsna nahi tyaje, ar sob mora
akarana — “Those who do bhajan after taking shelter (initiation) do not give up Krsna.
All else is useless to me.” Dhruva and Prahlada Maharaja also first accepted a Guru
before they took to the Lord’s holy name. After this they had Krsna’s darsana. This is
the foremost motto — guroh krpa hi kevalam: The grace of the Guru is all. Scriptures
say: krsna rusta hole guru rakhibare pare, guru rusta hole krsna rakhibare nare — ‘When
Krsna is angry with you the Guru can protect you, but when the Guru is angry with

you no-one can protect you.” - Letter, June 30, 2001

When I wrote Nirafijjan Babu about my misgivings about preaching Baba’s
glories, quoting a warning by Kavi Karnaptra in this regard, Nirafijan Babu wrote
back:

“I became ecstatic by learning that you will preach Baba’s glories and are
already engaged thus. Why do you consider scriptural statements such as guror nama
na grhniyat (“One should not utter the Guru’s name”)? There will be no fault in this,
because you are not doing this for spreading your own fame - this is for the benefit of

all living beings, for the whole world. Indeed, you will benefit yourself to the utmost
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too by preaching the glories of a saint!”!
- Letter, November 12, 2002

Advaita Das: In the Guru-meditation that Baba gave us in his Concise Manual
(Sanksipta Paddhati), what does the line ‘vamenotpala-dharinya Saktyalingita vigraham’
mean? In other words, who is the Sakti that embraces his form, holding a lotus in the
left hand?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “This is the awakened kula-kundalini Sakti that is born
from Sri Gurudeva’s divine body. Whoever has this transcendental power is a pure,

genuine Guru (sat guru).”
Letter, July 25, 1996

“Although Baba has physically left the path of our eyes, as soon as one enters
his ashram the trees, vines, the sky, the wind, the specks of dust, the Bilva-tree (under
which Baba delivered his sermons), the courtyard and each Krsnaciida-flower (a
reddish flower growing in the ashram) silently bear witness that Baba is in his hut -
his glance is there and his divine words (vani) echoes over the yard. Sometimes he is
Shiva and sometimes he is Rudra, that is his nature. With one hand he punishes and
with the other he fondles and cuddles, drowning the individual in a pool of nectar.
Such love as his cannot be found anywhere and cannot be forgotten. The life of
anyone who is so fortunate to be touched by him will be blessed. Baba has also

lovingly told you “I live with thee.”
-Letter, October 21, 1999

Advaita Das: “About pilgrimage, (Narottama Das) Thakur Mahasay has sung:
tirtha yatra parisrama, kevala monera bhrama, sarva siddhi govinda carana — “The great
efforts of pilgrimage are only a delusion of the mind. All perfection lies at Govinda’s

lotus-feet.”

Nirafijjan Prasad Das: “Pilgrimage is not bad, forgetting Krsna is bad. You
may perform pilgrimage and get honoured for it, but keep your mind fixed on Krsna.
When the key is lost, the contents of the whole box is lost, similarly when Krsna is

lost, all is lost. Although Baba expired, he is hearing all. Also now.”

1 Srila Narottam Das Thakura Mahasay sings about the Guru: ebe yasa ghusuk tribhuvana —

“Now let all the three worlds proclaim your fame!”
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Advaita Das: To console Nirafjjan Babu I write him the song: vrndavane jabi
jadi, guru bhajo nirabadhi go — ‘If you go to Vrndavana, then worship the Guru non-

stop’.

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “It is exactly so.”
- Conversation, Navadvipa, October 2003

Advaita Das: “Who is greater: Srila Ananda Gopala Gosvami or Baba (his

son)?”

Nirafijjan Prasad Das: “There is no difference between them”. (Just then a
very old widow passed by and mumbled: s+ wzre 1@ a1 g% 7w ? (“Who is greater?
Nanda Maharaja or Krsna?”)

- Conversation, Navadvipa, October 2003

Advaita Das: I once sent a color photo of Baba to the ashram, and apologised
that his face was developed too light. Nirafijan Babu however, blissfully tells me that
the picture was not too light at all - it is right — All White! It is the Girisa
complexion! The complexion of Siva!2

“(Considering how central Advaita Prabhu was to Baba) See how much he
loved you by giving you the name ‘Advaita’!”

“A-dvaita (your name) means ‘there is no other’. (If you think like this) he will

come down into your heart. He must come down in your heart.”
- Conversation, Navadvipa, October 2003

N
b

Ny

2 karpira gauram tridrsam digambaram (Brhad Bhagavatamrta 2.3.50) “Naked three-eyed
Shiva is of camphor-gaura complexion (gaura means not just gold but also white)”
bhasmavagunthamala rukma-deho ‘Shiva’s immaculate body is covered with ashes and is
golden’ (Srimad Bhagavata 3.14.25)
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Nirafijan Prasad Das: “Gaura is Krsna, who experiences separation from
Krsna. This is the svariipa (real form) of Gaura. Krsna wants the full relish of love of
Himself, He wants to experience separation from Himself and He wants to meet
Himself. During His pastimes in Dvapara-yuga, three desires of Him remained
unfulfilled -

sri-radhayah pranaya-mahima kidrso vanayaiva-
svadyo yendadbhuta-madhurima kidrso va madiyah
saukhyam casya mad-anubhavatah kidrsam veti lobhat

tad-bhavadhyah samajani $aci-garbha-sindhau harinduh (CC.A.1.6)

1. Realising the greatness of the relish of Radha’s love as She suffers separation
from Him. 2. Realising His own sweetness during such experiences of separation. 3.
Realising how much happiness Radha feels when She experiences separation from
Krsna (saukhyam casyah mad anubhavatah kidrsam veti lobhat). In this connection Srila

Krsnadas Kaviraja Gosvami has written in Sri Caitanya Caritamrta (Adi 4.103):

ei mata ptrve krsna rasera sadana;

yadyapi korilo rasa nirydsa carvana;

tathapi nohilo tin vanchita piran.

“Although Krsna, the abode of divine rasa, previously tried to extract this rasa
and relish it, still He could not fulfil these three sacred desires.” Although Krsna is the
embodiment of divine flavours (akhila rasamrta miirti, BRS 1.1.1), He was unable to
fulfil these three blessed desires — this was the main reason why He descended as Sri
Gauranga. So to relish the sweetness of Radha’s love, the sweetness of His own form
and the sweetness of Radha’s joy when She experiences Krsna, Sri Krsna accepted
Srimati Radhikd’s madanakhya mahd-bhava and became Gaura. The only means He
found to relish His utmost sweetness was (taking shelter of) this madanakhya maha-
bhava, and no one else but Srimati Radhika has it.. Hence Sri Krsna said: ei prema
dvara nitya radhika ekali; amar madhuryamrta dsvade sakali (CC Adi 4,139) “Only
through this love of Radhika, that She alone has eternally, I can relish the full nectar
of My own sweetness.” Again, Mahaprabhu laments in Caitanya Caritamrta (Antya
15, 65):
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koho sakhi! ki kori upay?
krsnadbhuta bolahok, more netra catak,

na dekhi piyase mori jay

Clasping Ramananda Raya around the neck, Prabhu, absorbed in Radha’s
feelings, said: “O my girlfriend! What can I do? Krsna is a wonderful rain-cloud and
My eyes are like Cataka birds (that can only subsist on rain-water)! If I don’t see Him
I will die of thirst! Tell Me O sakhi, how to attain Krsna!”

How strong was Lord’s eagerness, as He reached the limit of His feelings of
separation from Krsna, absorbed in Radha’s feelings! How strong was Krsna’s desire
to meet Himself! How mad He went over this! How wonderful are His pastimes — we
must drown in the nectar-ocean of these pastimes. Nevertheless, we must stay aware
of the philophical truth, for that is the foundation of these pastimes. Gaura Lila and
Govinda Lila are one - Krsna Lila. It is one Lila with two currents. We must
remember, after all — aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa tanaya “Our worshipable Lord is Krsna
in Vraja.”

Sri Krsna, the son of Yasoda, has appeared as Gaura in Nadiya district in
Bengal. But reversely, Gaura does not become Krsna! Milk can turn into yoghurt, but
yoghurt cannot become milk again. Gaura is not to be seen as separate — it is Krsna
that makes Gaura. gauribhiiya harih svayam vitanute radhd padabja ratih (Caitanya
Candramrta 135) “Hari has Himself become golden. He who was not Gaura
previously, but has now become Gaura, distributes love for Radha’s lotus-feet
(manjari bhava).” Srila Krsna das Kaviraja (quoting Srila Riipa Gosvami) has offered

this blessing in the opening of his Sri Caitanya Caritamrta:

anarpita carim cirat karunaya avatirna kalau
samarpayitum unnatojjvala rasa sva bhakti sriyam
harih purata sundara dyuti kadamba sandipitah

sada hrdaya kandare sphuratu vah $aci-nandanah

Sri Hari has become Gaura — why? To bestow His mercy upon the fallen souls
of the age of Kali by giving the bliss of devotion to Himself to them, teaching them
raganugd bhajan and bestowing love for Sri Radha upon them. (To prove that

Mahaprabhu is not an equal merger of Radha-Krsna) The authors of the §astras have
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repeated again and again: antar krsna bahir gauram sangopangastra parsadam. Just see,
He is Krsna (black) internally, but Gaura (golden) externally. And then there is this
verse by Srila Riipa Gosvami:

aparam kasyapi pranayi jana vrndasya kutuki
rasa-stomam hrtva madhuram upabhoktum kam api yah
rucam svam avare dyutim iha tadiyam prakatayan

sadaivas caitanyakrtir atitaram nah krpayatu

“Sri Krsna was curious about the limitless and indescribable madhura rasa of
one of His beloveds (Radha), so in order to relish it He took Her luster and covered
His own black complexion with it. May this Caitanya-deva bestow His mercy upon
us.” (Caitanyastakam)

And there is this definition of Gaura in Sri Raghunath Das Gosvami’s Stavavali:

harir drstva gosthe mukura gatam atmanam atulam
sva madhuryam radha priyatara sakhivaptum abhitam
aho gaude jatam prabhur apara gauraika tanu bhak

Saci siinuh kim me nayana Saranam yasyati punah

“Aho! Will that Hari, who took birth in Bengal in another, golden form as the
son of mother Saci after seeing His own incomparable sweetness in a mirror in Vraja
and becoming greedy to relish that sweetness just like His dearmost girlfriend Radha,
cross the path of my eyes again?” (Caitanyastakam — 1) The commentators explain
that gauraika tanu bhak means ‘possessed of a golden complexion’, not that He

assumes the form of Radha.

radha krsna-pranaya-vikrtir hladini Saktir asmad
ekatmanav api bhuvi pura deha-bhedam gatau tau
caitanyakhyam prakatam adhuna tad-dvayam caikyam aptam

radha-bhava-dyuti-subalitam naumi krsna-svaripam
"The transformations of love between Sri Radha and Sri Krsna are

manifestations of the hladini-sakti. These two, although one soul, have manifested in

this world in separate forms since ancient times. He, who is known as Caitanya, has

10
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now manifest as Their union. Obeisances to Him, who is Sri Krsna Himself,
beautifully endowed with the feelings and lustre of Sri Radha!" Here Svariip Damodar
Gosvami offers his obeisances to Gaura’s svariipa. hladini saktir asmad — deha bhedam
gatau tau — two figures have now become one - caitanyakhyam prakatam adhuna tad
dvayam caikyam aptam — “two have become one with the name of Caitanya.” radha
bhava dyuti subalitam caitanyakhyam prakatam adhund aikyam daptam. One may ask
here — “from this verse it appears that there is a milita tanu (merged form of Radha-

'77

Krsna) after all!” But Svariipa Damodar cautions here — radha-bhava dyuti subalitam —
aikyam aptam. How have They become one then? By accepting what? By Krsna
accepting (subalitam) the feelings and complexion of Radha. naumi krsna svariipam —
to that Krsna, who became Gaura, I offer my obeisances. What does the word aikya
mean here? The words aikya and eka are not the same. eka means ‘one’ and aikya
means ‘one-ness’. Krsna has not physically merged with Radha, only with Her
feelings. radha bhava dyuti subalitam — He has become one with Her feelings and
complexion only. aikya here means the same feeling. Not that they have merged.
America and Russia may have the same opinion, but that doesn’t mean they became
one country. In principle Gaura is Krsna — krsna svariipam. Now what about milita
tanu? tanu means body, but there is no bodily merger here, only acceptance of
Radha’s feelings and complexion. The Yugala, or Divine Couple, is another
manifestation, that only exists in Vraja. It is They whom we are worshipping, the
mantra of Vrndavana, but as far as Gaura is concerned, that one-ness is the one-ness
of feeling. Unless that is there, how could Krsna relish Radha-bhava? He will relish it
by accepting Her feelings, not by accepting Her body! If there were two bodies it
would have been Krsna-lila. Are there also two bodies in Gaura-lila or so? The
commentary runs as follows: kidrk krsna svariipam radh@yah bhavasca dyutisca tabhyam
subalitam yuktam antar krsna bahir gauram iti yavat bhava dyuti subalitatvad
aikyatvenotpreksya — “How is Gaura Krsna-svartupa? He is endowed (subalita) with
Radha’s feelings and glow, as the scriptures say: “Internally He is Krsna, externally He
is Gaura (golden).” Thus the one-ness described here is a mere utpreksya, a figure of
speech akin to simile and sustained metaphor in which it seems as if one thing has
been transported to another, a comparison introduced by ‘as if’, ‘as though’.” The
poets used this utpreksa metaphor, like ‘Her face is like the moon.” The face is not
really the moon! So it is as if Radha-Krsna became one. How beautiful this form is! It
is never ever a milita tanu, merged body. The commentary makes clear that Rasaraja

Sri Krsna is so deeply absorbed in Srimati’s feelings that it looks as if He became

11
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endowed with Her. Hence this poetic metaphor called utpreksya was used with the
words aikyam aptam. When the scriptures say rasa-raja mahabhava dui ek ripa
(Ramananda Ray saw Rasaraja Krsna and Maha-bhava Radha together in one form,

CC Madhya 8) this is most certainly a oneness of feelings, not a physical oneness. If

Krsna had merged with Radha then from whom would Gaura feel separation? rasa-
raja mahabhava dui ek ripa means the desire to understand, ‘What is Radha’s love
like? kidrsa pranaya mahima? How could Krsna understand how much Radha loves
Him? What is there in Me that She loves so much? madiya saukhyam casya - if They
are physically merged, then why would Gaura shed tears of separation? Separation
from whom? What would be missing then? When will one lament ‘Alas! alas!’?
rasa-raja mahabhava dui ek ripa — Here ‘maha-bhava’ means ‘endowed with
maha-bhava’. He knows it is sweet, but He has not tasted it yet. Unless Krsna relishes
Himself He cannot understand Himself. Sweetness does not know its own taste!”

Does a man know how to weep? No, girls cry. A woman’s heart has feeling like
no man’s heart has. Hence Krsna accepted Radha’s feelings. It is like a lake of nectar
in which Gaura floats!

Whose bhagjan are we doing? We are doing mala bhajan (chanting rounds),
Gurudeva has given this to us, he told us to chant the holy name - did he tell you to

do japa of gaura gaura gaura or so? Gaur Himself was chanting Krsna! Krsna!

Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Hey!
Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Hey!
Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! raksa mam
Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! Krsna! pahi mam
Rama Raghava! Rama Raghava! Rama Raghava! raksa mam

Rama Raghava! Rama Raghava! Rama Raghava! pahi mam

Tears flowed from His eyes when He said ‘Krsna!’” Krsna has come to worship
maha-bhava. Who is Radha? krsna pranaya vikrtir hladini saktih — She embodies love
for Krsna and is His pleasure potency. She is the compact condition of love for Krsna
— Gaura wants to stir it to make it thicker and thicker. Baba’s foremost teaching is
that wherever there is separation there can be no meeting, wherever there is meeting
there can be no separation, and if there is no separation there is no prema. Separation
is the essence of prema. In piirva raga (the stage of love before actually meeting Krsna)

Radha chants ‘Krsna! Krsna!’ She feels separation — where is there any question of

12
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meeting? The pastimes of separation from Krsna - that is Gaura-lila! When the
meeting has taken place there is no question of separation. Ramananda Ray has
clearly said to Mahaprabhu: radhar bhava kanti kori angikdra; nija rasa dasvadite
koriyacho avatara (CC Madhya 8.278) “Accepting the feelings and glow of Radha, You
have descended to relish Your own flavours.” Mahaprabhu replied to this: gaura ariga
nohe more — radhanga sparsana... “This golden body is not Mine - it was touched by
Radha’s body (hence it became gold, but I am actually Krsna).” tar bhave bhavita kori
atma mon; tabe nija madhurya kori asvadan (CC Madhya 8.287) “My body and mind
are illuminated by Her (Radha’s) bhava, and thus I taste my own sweetness.”

Wy did not Mahaprabhu assume His real [Krsna] complexion when He
descended? Because people would recognise Him and His duties would have been
obstructed by that.” smaram smaram muhus tad vrajam anucalitam bhava sindhavagahya
— “Constantly recollecting Krsna’s pastimes He dove into the ocean of Vraja-feelings.”
Krsna is thinking of Krsna — where is Gaura here then? Krsna has come to dive into
the ocean of His own ecstatic love. He was only named Gaura. Why? It is actually
Krsna, and Krsna cannot forget Krsna. Krsna has come to chant the name of Krsna. In
Vrndavana, on the bank of Yamuna He tells His comrade Subala: “Sing, sing O friend
Subal! Sing again that sweet name! Sing! Sing! Sing that sweet name again! I will sing
that name with My flute — you just sing! I will do japa of that sweetest name on My
japa mala - sing, sing, sing! What will he sing? Radhe Radhe! What will Gaura sing?
‘Krsna!” How much bliss is there in Krsna’s name! Krsna has drowned in the Radha-
ocean. To drink this reviving elixir Krsna has taken the name Gaura and - Aha!
Krsna’s pastimes are unforgettable! So Krsna has come again, now to Navadvipa,
going mad over His own name ‘Krsna! Krsna!’ He is doing japa of His own name. How
amazing! Krsna is saying ‘Krsna! Krsna!’ How amazing! What a sweet pastime! What a
wonderful music! What a wonderful worship! When this worship is realised one goes
mad, crazy!”

“How confidential Gaura lila is! It seems that Gaura is one person and Krsna
another, but what is the actual fact? Here is Gaura, there is Krsna? Why? They are
one and the same! Krsna is crying in ecstasy when He chants His own name! He

jumps into the ocean for this!”
Advaita Das: In his commentary on Vilapa Kusumafijali (59), Srila Ananda

Gopala Gosvami has said “It is not clear if Krsna could fully grasp it when He came as

Gaura. He will relish it forever and ever — otherwise Gaura lila would not be eternal.”
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Does that mean that Gaura will continue to seek the borders of Radha’s prema,
because there is no limit to that mahd-bhava? If that is so, then why did Prabhu
Sitanatha end Gaur-lila by sending Mahaprabhu the riddle? If you say that Gaura’s
body could no longer tolerate the pain of separation from Krsna anymore, so
Sitanatha encouraged Him to end His pastimes, then that is it, the ultimate condition
of Gaura-lila? If Gaura did reach the limit of His pastimes, then could He gain
anything further in a nitya lila beyond the manifest pastimes? It had already become

intolerable in the end anyway, hadn’t it?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “Sri Krsna, the Original Supreme Lord, had a strong
desire to understand the glories of Radha’s love for Him. But how could He gauge
that? Hence He became Gaura, with a strong desire to keep Radha’s loving feelings
within His heart. Although the desire was so strong He could not understand it even
by becoming Gaura. Is there any vessel big enough to contain enough milk for a tiger
to drink? No vessel can contain that! Such a vessel would certainly burst or explode!
That is what happened to Gaurasundara. He sought for the limit of the ocean of
Radha’s prema, but could not find it. He was merely swimming in an ocean of feelings
of love-in-separation. Sometimes He floated, sometimes He submerged. His heart
burned in a slow fire of love-in-separation. This nectar of prema is an unbearable
substance - it is like chewing hot sugar-cane (tapta iksu carvana), a mixture of poison
and nectar, too hot to consume and too sweet to resist. Weeping and laughing are the
ingredients of this mixture, but that ultimately led to exhaustion. But who would
understand that? He who should understand was lost (in His own feelings).
Meanwhile we see Gaura suffering intolerable pain. He was fixed in His anuraga
(constant feelings of ecstatic love), so when He saw the Lord of His life in the
(Jagannatha-) temple He could not stop His tears from flowing, He did not care about

the dyke of His pain of love-in-separation — how much more could He tolerate?

garuda stambha tale, ache ek nimna khale;
se khal bhorilo asru jale (CC)

‘At the base of the Garuda Pillar within the Jagannatha Temple was a drain -
that drain was filled with His tears.” The ingredients of His love-in-separation were
weeping and laughing. When feelings of separation are felt, divine visions are

attained. The heart is touched — jaha jaha netra pore taha krsna sphure (CC) “Wherever
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the eyes go they perceive Krsna.” Everywhere in the creation He is seen — on the land,
in the water, in the sky. But unfortunately, whenever Gaura stretched out His hand to
grasp Krsna, He fled away! He could not catch Him! He jumped into the ocean,
thinking it to be the Yamuna-river in Vrndavana, but He could not catch Krsna there
either! He was floating and submerging in the Yamuna. He could not cross that ocean
to catch Him. The Supreme Lord Himself dressed like a devotee to understand the
glories of Radha’s love for Him. Certainly prema will be understood when feelings of
love-in-separation arise. Prema does not thrive unless there are feelings of love-in-
separation. The nectar-ocean of Radha-prema goes on forever, why be afraid to enter
it? There is no death there, no need to fear death in there — nectar bestows
immortality (a = not, and mrta=death) maksika-o gole na go porile amrta hrade —
“Even a fly does not die when it falls in a lake of a-mrta (nectar or immortality).” So,
love-in-separation is the very life of prema. Hence separation is what we covet - it is
eternally relishable. Still, how much longer could Gaura suffer the pangs of love-in-
separation? How long His beloved devotees would have had to see Him suffering like
that? Sitanatha, the purohita (priest or director) of Gaura-lila felt great pain to see
this; He could not tolerate this going on in front of His eyes anymore. There was no
other option left to Him than to send theLord out of the ocean of His manifest
pastimes, away from the pathway of our eyes, by sending Him the riddle (baul-ke
kohio). Where will He go? To an unmanifest great ocean of maha-bhava. How many
more ages will He float around there? Who knows? Oh when will the Lord of
blessings be pleased with me? He is intrinsically Self-satisfied — when will this Self-
satisfied Lord lose Himself, being greatly attracted to the love of Radha, and offer
Himself again to Her as a beggar, praying for Her love with folded hands and tear-
filled eyes — dehi pada pallavam udaram (Gita Govinda) “Give me Your generous lotus-
feet.” On that day He will collect His prize, His reward for suffering this intolerable
pain of love-in-separation. The victory-flag of Radha’s prema will fly in the sky

forever, and eternally people will sing:
yadi gaura na hoto, ki mene hoto
kemone dhoritam de?
radhar mahima, prema rasa simd,

jagate janato ke?

“If Gaura had not been, how would life be now?
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Who could have shown the world the limit of the glories of Radha’s prema-rasa?”
- Letter, November 3, 1998

“Radha is naturally the asraya (shelter, giver) of prema and Krsna is naturally
the visaya or object of love. ka krsnasya pranaya janibhii? srimati radhikaika (Govinda
Lilamrta) “Who is the birth place of love for Krsna? It is Srimati Radhika only.” But
now, in Navadvipa-lila, this object of love has become the shelter, the giver of love.
Thus Gaura got to carry an unnaturally heavy burden of love! On the other hand, in
their songs the Mahajanas depict Radharani’s sorrow as follows: eteko sohilo abala
bole; phatiya jaito pasan hole “She could tolerate that much as a woman - if She had
been a stone He would have burst!” But then this hope is given: maksika-o gole na go
porile amrta hrade — A bee-like devotee will not die by drowning in this lake, because

it is full of nectar — rather, he will become immortal!”
- Letter, December 21, 1998

Advaita Das: “Some Vaisnavas say that Gaura Lila and Krsna Lila are to be

remembered simultaneously.”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “Sri Gaura lila is to be remembered and Sri Krsna lila is
also to be remembered. You have only one mind, how can you remember two lilas
simultaneously? This is an apasiddhanta (wrong theory) that is nowhere to be found
in the scriptures — it is some individual’s speculation, which will cause confusion.
Why? Open your eyes once and see! Srila Raghunatha das Gosvami practises lila
smarana on the bank of Sri $ri Radhakunda! He had been serving Mahaprabhu for 16
years. Raghunatha das is the great gift of Gaura. He gave the best example for all the
Vaisnavas — did he practise simultaneous lild smarana or so? gaura gunete jhure nitya
lila tar sphiire “Those who are charmed by Gaura’s attributes will perceive Radha-
Krsna’s eternal pastimes” — this is Gaura’s teaching. Look in Sri Caitanya Caritamrta
at the fruits of worshiping Gaura — look at Raghunatha (and the results of his 16 years
of service to Gaura), see how he perceived Radha-Krsna’s eternal pastimes as a result.

Where did he practise simultaneous smarana of Gaura and Krsna 1ila?”
- Letter, July 2, 1997

“Navadvipa is just the birth place of Mahaprabhu, Nilacala is the uttama

sthana.”
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Advaita Das: ‘Sometimes Baba quoted the song dhana mora nityananda, pati
mora gauracandra, prana mora yugala kisora. Can you remember what he said about

this?”

Niraiijan Prasad Das: Here Sr1 Gauranga is described as the husband and the
Yugal KiSora as the life-airs. Just as the wife does not like the husband’s body without
its life-airs, but rather throws it out of the house, similarly Sri-Sri Gaurasundara

doesn’t bestow His grace on people who don’t remember Sri Sri Yugal Kisora.
- Letter, May 25, 1996

Advaita Das: “In chapter 12 of Sri Advaita Prakasa it is mentioned that Sri
Krsna Misra Prabhu (the son of Advaita Prabhu from whom Sadhu Baba descends)
offered Campa bananas to Gaura with the mantra Om Gaurdya namah. (This seems

contradictory because Baba does not give Gaura Mantra).”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “Here he was making an offering to Sri Krsna with ‘Om
Gauraya Namal’ in a particular mood, but in essence all offerings to all gods are
ultimately destined for Sri Krsna. This is their philosophy. Moreover, it is forbidden
for us to imitate them (Advaita Prabhu and his family) — instead, we should just obey

them.”
Letter, March 19, 1998

Advaita Das: “Some time ago a devotee visited Boro Kunj (the abode of Sri
Kandarpa Gopal Gosvami, Baba’s eldest nephew) and he saw that only Advaita
Prabhu is worshiped in the temple and not the rest of the Panca Tattva. He asked me

why they don’t worship the whole Panca Tattva? What shall I say?’

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “Answer him that Srila Advaita Prabhu is their family
deity, the prana purusa (arch father) of their dynasty. It is thus natural that they
worship Srila Advaita Prabhu. This, however, is beside the point of why they don’t
worship Pafica Tattva. If he is actually asking why they don’t worship the Panca
Tattva, then the answer is certainly that Sri Krsna is their worshipable deity — parica
tattvatmakam krsnam “I offer my obeisances to Sri Krsna, who is embodied by the

Panca Tattva.“ (CC Adi 1.14)
-Letter 4.12.96
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In different personal conversations in the early 2000s, Nirafijan Babu glorified
Advaita Prabhu as ‘sadhanadra beast’, ‘Royal Bengal Tiger’ or ‘Advaita simhha’, the lion-
like Advaita Prabhu.

Advaita Das: “Sometimes it is difficult to follow the proper sequence of the
astakala lila. I may still be thinking of pratah lila while piirvahna lila is already going
on. I have read that the sadhaka should follow the sequence of the lilas properly —
etesu samayesvevam ya ya lila purodita; tam tam eva yathd-kalam samsmaret sadhako

janah. Is there any harm in this?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: This following of the smarana-sequence may be done as
much as possible. One should not bother too much about this - practise gradually
leads to natural conduct — abhyasat jayate siddhi. ‘Practise leads to perfection.” This all
depends on one’s sadhana. By the force of the lila’s grace, all true endeavours and
resolutions will bear fruit. In Bhagavad Gita, chapter 2, verse 40, the Lord tells
Arjuna:

nehabhikrama naso’sti pratyavayo na vidyate

svalpam asya dharmasya trayate mahato bhayat

The Lord bestows fearlessness- any undertaking once started does not go in
vain. Failures will not bring obstacles, and even the slightest practise will save from
the greatest fears. The sadhaka’s lila smarana depends on divine experiences. When
the sadhaka dives deep into the lilas he is absorbed in their deep purport and relishes
their sweetness. Will he watch the clock when he loses himself in this sweetness? And
when one watches the clock, then is there any lila smarana going on? The mind is
one, and it has now drowned in the lila. If one watches the clock one is simply
following a rule (and is not transcendentally absorbed). Anyway, when rati
(attraction) arises in relishing the lila, then where is there any question of rules and

regulations? One will fold the hands and pray with tear-filled eyes: “O Lord, You are
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lilamaya, absorbed in transcendental pastimes. You are so kind — now take your

servant and engage him in Your service”. - Letter, July 2, 1997

One is very fortunate to be able to practise lila smarana - manera smarana prana
(Prema Bhakti Candrika) “The very life of the mind is smarana.” The life-airs of a
Vaisnava do not survive without smarana. Let there be expertise in this — smarana,

manana and dhyana is what is needed!
Advaita Das: What is the difference between manana and smarana?

Nirafijan Prasad Das: Smarana means recollection, while manana means
conception and absorption. Smarana, manana and nidhidhyasana - this is like the
rumination of a cow. It causes us to enter into the lilas — this is bhajan. After
swallowing the grass the cow not only chews it, she will ruminate, chewing the
chewed. Why? A rey! Without this there is no bhajan! This creates spiritual power,

and from that comes rasa, which must be relished. This is meditation, that is bhajana.
Conversation, March 2000

The life of a devotee is rarely attained. This is echoed in the voice of Thakur
Mahasaya:
monera smarana prana, madhura madhura dhama
yugala vilasa smrti sara
sadhya sadhana ei, ei boi ara nai

ei tattva sarva vidhi sara
(Prema Bhakti Candrika 60,61)

“The very life-air of the mind is the recollection of the ever-so-sweet
enjoyments of the Divine Pair Sri-Sri Radha-Krsna. This is the essence of all
recollection. This is the means and the goal, and there is nothing else than this. This
truth is the essence of all rules and regulations.” This was already echoed in the

ancient times in the Padma Purana:

smartavyam satatam visnor vismartavyo na jaticit

sarva vidhi nisedhah syur etayor eva kinkarah
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“There is only one rule - always remember Visnu, and there is only one
prohibition -never forget Him. All other rules and prohibitions are mere servants of
these two.”

“prema has a coating, so that you will not drown in the ocean of samsara. It
floats like butter.'

From Advaita Das’ diary, January 1983 - Nirafijan Babu daily visits me with
some Vilapa Kusumanjali-verses he translated into English, to help me understand it.
He looks at me with bright and friendly eyes when he brings it in and disusses it with
me. Being an elderly Indian gentleman he is sometimes a bit shy to discuss these
intimate subjects with me: "This (mafijari bhava) is very difficult, because we still

have so many personal desires."

What is bhajana? Festivals and ceremonies are external customs, popular
customs. Whatever the local populace eats, that’s what the deities eat (Rotis in Vraja,
rice in Bengal, pizza in Italy and Tortilla in Mexico) — does that mean that dharma is
gone? No. Dharma is there, intact. Whatever I do is on the order of my religion. And
bhajan? That is one - Krsna. The Lord reveals Himself to His devotees according to the
way they love Him. Dharma is one, but it is relished and experienced in different
ways. It is the same substance, but the shapes are different. This is bhajan. No need to
run around between all these external ceremonies — ‘A rolling stone gathers no moss’.
Be fixed in meditation and do bhajan. What else is there than this? In this bhajana is
rasa, transcendental nectar. There are so many many senses in our bodies, as there

are so many trees in a garden - they must all be fixed at one point.

sthavara jangama dekhe na dekhe tar miirti,

jaha jaha netra pore taha krsna sphiirti (C.C.)

“The uttamadhikari does not see the mobile and immobile objects of this world

— wherever his eyes go he says only the form of Krsna.” The world is full of Krsna -
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one need simply to fix oneself on this, on Krsna. Sit on the lap of Syama (Durga) and
call out for Syama (viz. be engaged in your material life and think of Krsna at the
same time). If you do this, then why bother running all over the place (visiting
festivals and holy places)? Mahaprabhu told Raghunatha das Gosvami - antare
vairagya koro bahire loka vyavahara (CC) “Be inwardly renounced but outwardly act as
the common man.” Renunciation is an internal matter, not a public show. External
cultural differences may be there between various devotees, but bhajan is one. Bhajan
has rasa, transcendental flavour. If it hadn’t, then who would practise it? The bhajana
of Vrndavana is full of rasa — bhaja govindam bhaja govindam bhaja govindam miidha
mate! Who said that? The greatest jfiani! Hence you may be a jfiani, a yogi, whatever —
worship Govinda! Look at Mauni Baba (a yogi who lived close to Sadhu Baba in
Pracin Mayapura)! He is a yogi, yet he worships Govinda! In the evening (during
arati) conches are blown and bells are rung, and he offers obeisances to Govinda. The
universe is beautiful — everything is beautiful, it lies on the lap of the Lord. The world
is the shelter of the Lord, the temple of the Lord. Sit down here and worship Govinda.
If this world wasn’t there there would be no ananda. Sit in the temple of this world
and worship Govinda. How beautiful this world is with its six seasons, its variety of
fruits. Just do bhajan! The world is beautiful but some selfish, uneducated people
spoil it only. We are singing — pafica putra sarnge ndce ray bhavananda — tin putra sarige
nace sen sivananda — “Bhavananda Ray dances in the kirtan with his five sons, and
Sivananda Sen dances in the kirtan with his three sons.” (One can be a family man
and yet fully participate in the essence of devotional life). We are simply making this
beautiful world ugly ourselves.”

What is bhajan? The progressive practitioner must follow the rules and carry
out the different devotional items and ceremonies as far as possible. Narottama
Thakur Mahasaya says: apakke sadhana riti — pakile se prema bhakti. “When devotion is
raw it is called sadhana, or practise, and when it is ripe it is called prema bhakti, or
loving devotion.” In the beginning the practitioner must carry out these items and
ceremonies, later when he or she matures it will gradually culminate into prema
bhakti and the external and internal condition of the practitioner will become
identical. The practitioner will then be bathed in tears of devotional love, no more
time to go to the Yamuna - sarvatma snapanam vijayate nama samkirtanam. The
perfection Mahaprabhu spoke of in this verse will then bear fruit. This is the ultimate

goal. But this is not cheap. - Letter, July 25, 2002
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Advaita Das: “What about the six Gosvamis?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: Look at our manual for worship. There is a Chay
Gosvamir Vandana there (hari haraye namah krsna). Who wrote it? Srila Narottama
Thakur Mahasaya. Why? For all the practising devotees and aspirants. They will sing
this song. Why? To gain devotion to Krsna. Look at the auspicious invocation of Sri
Caitanya Caritamrta: ei chay guru siksa guru je amara — “These six (Gosvamis) are my
six instructing teachers.” This invocation was written on behalf of all. They are the
spiritual guides to all the conditioned souls, they will teach us how to do bhajan.”

- Letter, August 29, 1997

Advaitadas: On the one hand Baba has tought us “It is forbidden to take one’s
japa-mala out on the road, to the market, to the bathing-places, to public gatherings,
wearing shoes, talking to others or chewing betelnuts — it will be disrespectful to Sri
Harinama. In this way ruci for hari-nama will never come, rather there will be an
increase of ego and it will create a big offence at the lotus-feet of Sri-Sri Hari-nama.”
Yet on the other hand Sriman Mahaprabhu says in the Caitanya Caritamrta (Antya
20) khadite Suite yatha tatha nama loy, kala desa niyama nai sarva-siddhi hoy — “Whether
you are eating or reclining, wherever you take the name of Krsna, regardless of time
or place, you will attain all perfection.” How can we understand this apparent

contradiction?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: The verse khdite sSuite yatha tatha nama loy, kala desa
niyama nai sarva-siddhi hoy (C.C Ch.20) deals with Sri Hari-nama kirtana, which is a
public affair — anytime — anywhere — loudly or within oneself, but: japa on one’s mala
is a hidden thing, it must be done in solitude (nirjane, ekanta); it is the order of the
scriptures and above all of Sri Gurudeva. The scriptures (Haribhakti Vilasa 17.58)

say:

bhiita raksasa vetalah siddha gandharva caranah

haranti prakatam yasmat tasmat guptam japet sudhih

"The ghosts, Raksasas, Vetalas, Siddhas, Gandharvas and the cosmic wanderers

take the (benefit of the) japa of the public chanter. Hence the wise must do japa in
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secret." japanya-kale malam tu pijayitva sugopayet — In times other than japa-time one
should worship the mala and keep it hidden.” (Haribhakti Vilasa 17.57) Look at our
manual for worship for this.”

- Letter, December 4, 1996

Advaitadas: “On the one hand Baba forbade me to study advanced literature
on Radha-Krsna’s intimate pastimes if I was too afflicted by lusty desires, and on the
other hand he gave me elevated things like siddha pranali and Vilapa Kusumaiijali at
the very beginning of my sddhana path. How can I understand this apparent

contradiction?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “There is no contradiction. I think it is but a loving
s (advise, command) of a loving father (well-wisher) towards his beloved son,
like the words of Bhagavan Sri Krsna uttered to His friend Arjuna on the battlefield of
Kuruksetra —
klaibyam ma sma gama partha naitattvayyupapadyate.

ksudram hrdaya daurbalyam tyaktvottista parantapah

“O Arjuna, it’s not befitting you that you lose your prowess now. Give up this
paltry weakness of heart and rise!” (Bhagavad Gita 2.3)

In this new endeavour one must proceed, trampling all the anarthas (unwanted
bad old habits) on the path of sadhana (spiritual practice). That was Baba’s basic
desire. He was doing this just for your benefit (as encouragement).”

- Letter, May 20, 1999

Advaita Das: “I have heard Baba sometimes explaining the famous Caitanya
Caritamrta verse ‘jibera svariipa hoy krsner nitya das in a manjari bhava fashion, but I
cannot clearly remember what he said. Have you heard him giving such

explanations?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “I have neither asked him this nor did I hear him
giving such an explanation. The following is just my assumption: the slogan ‘jiber
svariipa hoy krsnera nitya das is a general statement for all living beings in the
countless universes. All of them are constitutionally servants of Krsna. There are two

kinds of souls — those who are bound by maya (mundane illusion) and those who are
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free from maya. Those bound souls, who are in the margin between matter and spirit,
must serve Krsna in allegiance to His eternal associates in Vraja, His servants, friends,
parents and lovers. Only then can they become genuine servants of Krsna. Those who
wish to serve the lover of Radha should become maidservants of Radha. This is called
manjari svaripa. When Radharani bestows Her grace then Krsna’s service is deserved,
otherwise not — hari bhakti sri krsnakarsini sudurlabha — “The devotion to Krsna that
actually attracts Him is rarely attained.” This cannot be attained even by doing
sadhana forever. However, there is an easy way to attain the lover of Radha - radhika
carana renu, bhiisana koriya tanu, andyase pabe giridhari (Prema Bhakti Candrika) — “If
I decorate my body with Radhika’s foot-dust I will easily attain Giridhari.” Because ka
krsnasya pranaya janibhu? “Who is the source of Krsna’s love? §rimati radhikaika “It is
Srimati Radhika only” (Govinda Lilamrta) — jay radhe!

Advaita Das: “Are Vilapa Kusumanjali’s verses 70 and 82 about the day-time
abhisara (love journey) of Radharani, or about Her nocturnal abhisara? Or about
both?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “About both.” - Letter, March 11,1997
Advaita Das: “Does Srimati Radharani have rings on all of Her toes or not? Is

Her face - like Her entire body — also anointed with vermilion?”

Nirafijjan Prasad Das: “In the perspective of nourishing Radha-Krsna’s
transcendental pastimes, the sakhis dress and ornament Srimatiji in whatever way

they deem necessary.”
- Letter, March 11,1997

Advaita Das: “In Vraja the sadhus told me that in spring there is no mana of
Sri Radha, because there is a feeling of meeting and fraternity then. Nevertheless I see
this song of Dvija Haridas —
tatra manam

vasanta — tala dasa kusi

ritu pati radha madhava sarnga
vividha vilasa, hori rasa rangita

abire aruna syama ariga
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(Now mana in Vasanta—) "Radha and Madhava play different rasika pastimes
in the king of seasons (spring), like Holi. Thus Syama's body is reddened by abira
powder."

arunita Syama, kalevara darapane,
rdi-ko prati-bimba lagi
bharama-hi ana, ramani mane maniye

manini bhelo viragi

"Rai saw Her own reflection in Syama's reddened mirror-like body and mistook
this for another woman. Thus She became angry with Syama and lost interest in
Him."

rasika su-nagara, rai-ko mana heri,
minati koroto koro-jodi
pitambara gole, sadha-i pada-tale,

rai roholo mukha mori

"Seeing Rai's pique, Rasika Sunagara (the relishing great lover Krsna) prayed to
Her with folded hands. Pitambara thus humbly fell at Her feet, but Rai turned Her

head away from Him."

priya sahacari joto, koto je bujhayato,
sukha soie kahe viporita
dvija haridadsa, kohoto kahe rokhasi,

prema-ki aichana rita
"No matter how much the priya sakhis try to make Rai understand what had
happened — They came for happiness, but They received just the opposite. Dvija
Haridas says: "Pique is a part of the ways of love." (17)
ragini suhai — tala eka tala
e dhani manini mdana nivaro!

abire aruna, syama ariga mukure,

nija pratibimba neharo
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"O Fortunate, angry girl! Give up Your pique! You are seeing Your own

reflection within Syama's mirror-like body, which is reddened by abira!"

tuhu eke ramani, rasa-vati siro-mani
kon aiche jaga maho
tohari samukhe Syama, an sarige vilasabo

koichana rasa niravaho

"Which woman in the world is the crownjewel of rasikas like You? How could

Syama ever sport rasika pastimes with another girl in front of You?"

aichana sahacari, vacana sravane dhari,
sarama bharama mukha pheri
tsata hasi mone, mana teyagalo,

ulasita donhe dornha heri

"Hearing such words of Her sakhis Sri Radhika understood Her mistake and
turned Her face around. Slightly smiling, She then gave up Her pique. Thus They
gladly looked at Each other again."

punah saba jana meli, koroye vinoda keli,
picakari lei nija hate
dvija hari-dasa, abira jogayato,

sakala sakhi-gana sathe

"Again everyone assembled to perform joyful pastimes, taking syringes in the
hand. Dvija Haridasa supplies them the abira along with all the other sakhis." (18)

So it seems that there is mana in Vasanta after all.........

Nirafjjan Prasad Das: mana increases the joy of meeting and makes it very
rasika. Priyaji’s mana makes the sweet spring pastimes even more honey-sweet. It
causes prema to surge and creates a favourable condition for prema’s sweetness, depth
and maturity of rasa. Hence devotee-poets see Priyaji’s mana also within the pastimes

of meeting, and relish the sweetness of such pastimes. How can an ocean be beautiful
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without waves, and how could a rasik devotee survive without it? You said that you
heard from sadhus in Vraja that there is no mana within meeting? What philosophy is
that? How then could the rasik poet Dvija Haridas see mana within milana? This is
what he saw: Sri Krsna is Lila Purusottama, the Playful God, Rasik Sunagar, the rasik
amourous hero - sadha-i pada-tale, minati koroto koro jori (“He sits at Her feet,
begging from Her with folded hands”) — hence ‘prem ki aichana riti (“Such are the
ways of prema, pure love.”) Prema is so intense because there is mana — it makes it
sweeter than sweet. rasik devotees drown in the recollection of this pastime in order
to survive. Hence the Bhagavat Rishi (Vyasa) said: muhur aho rasika! bhuvi bhavukah
(S.B. 1.1.3) “O Rasikas! All emotional devotees of the world! Drown in this nectar
again and again!” Concluding we can say that sometimes there can be opposition
(vamya) and pique (mana) within the pastimes of meeting, for prema is a crooked
thing — premnah kutila gatih

- Letter, July 2, 1997.

Vilapa Kusumanjali verse 79: Syama is intoxicated by amorous songs - He
wants the bliss of prema, hence Srimatiji, who personifies love for Him, who is His
pleasure potency and who is non-different from Him in the heart, delights Him, the
Energetic (Sakti-man), with Her loving service by kissing and embracing Him. This
makes Syama’s erotic singing a success, because it is normal to make the beloved
happy by bestowing favors and presents to him or her. Radha, who is the
embodiment of maha-bhava, binds Her heart’s beloved Rasardja (Krsna) with Her
beautiful vine-like arms and Rasaraja also holds His pleasure potency within His long
and strong rope-like arms. Prema is free from all personal desires and causeless, there

is no question of age, caste, dynasty, honour or conduct there.”
- Letter, November 4, 1997

Advaita Das: In our concise manual of worship Baba has revealed his siddha
prandli, but when he gave me siddha prandli in person he told me not to reveal it to

anyone. How can I understand this apparent contradiction?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: The siddha pranali chart published in our concise
manual is the one received in guru parampara - it is necessary for the disciples to
know it. But the personal siddha mafijari svariipa that Sri Gurudeva mercifully bestows
at the time of initiation is the one that Baba has forbidden you to reveal. That special

relationship with the Guru should not be revealed to anyone and everyone. One
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harms only oneself by revealing such inner matters to the outer view. The more one

keeps this hidden, the purer the heart will get — one’s power increases.”
- Letter, July 2, 1997

Advaita Das: ‘In some siddha pranadlis (given by other Vaisnava Gurus)
devotees are given a bhava towards Krsna, like svadhina bhartrka (independent lady-
love), khandita or prosita bhartrka (lady-love whose lover has departed) etc. In other
siddha pranalis we can see mafijaris getting vama bhava (feelings of opposition towards
Krsna), vama mrdvi (gently opposed) or daksina prakhara assigned or bestowed to
them. Those things are not seen in our siddha prandli though. So I understand that we
are all endowed with the feelings of our group-leader Visakha? That means we all
have her feelings of adhika madhya (moderately opposed to Krsna)? I see in Ujjvala
Nilamani (8.19): atra yiithe visakhadya bhavantyadhika madhyama. “In S$ri Radha’s
party Visakha is also an adhika (vama) madhya sakhi.” Or is it so that manjaris, who
are eternal brahmacarinis, only relish the flavours of service and have no specific
feelings that a sakhi has?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “The manjaris, who are eternal brahmacarinis, have no
other desire but to serve the Divine Pair. They are particularly engaged in the service
of Radha. This pure feeling of theirs is indicated in verse 16 of Vilapa Kusumanjali.

The sakhis, however, are the array of Radha’s own physical expansion (kaya vyitha).”
- Letter May 20, 1999

When Krsna plays His flute — Aha! What condition the gopis end up in then? All
this (world) is external! Just Krsna and His flute song (is what is real)! How beautiful
is Krsna! How colourful! How sweet His smile! How sweet His flute song! madhuram

madhuram madhuram (Krsna Karnamrta).

sahayah guravo Sisya bhujisye bandhavah striyah

satyam vadami te partha gopyah kim me bhavanti na
“Truly I tell you, O Arjuna! What are the gopis not to Me? They are My friends,
teachers, pupils, servants, assistants and wives!” What are the gopis not to Me? They

are everything to Me! Everything!

man mahatmya mat saparyam macchraddham man manogatam
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jananti gopikah partha nanye jananti tattvatah

“O Partha, the gopis know My greatness, My worship, faith in Me, and My
mentality. Others cannot know these things in truth.”

Uddhava went to Vrndavana, sent by Krsna to console His mother and father,
thinking: “I am an ocean of learning, and Krsna has especially sent a great intellectual
like me to enlighten these villagers.” But when he came and observed the Vrajavasis’
scorching love-in-separation he was stunned — what should he tell them? Tell them
some great philosophical issue? Nanda and Yasoda were just crying ‘Krsna! Krsna!’ He
could not even tell them to stop crying — it would have been an offence to them and
to their great love for Krsna. They are weeping for Krsna and I should say ‘Don’t cry?’
Although he was the topmost scholar — he drowned in the Vrajavasis’ love, like Krsna
Himself had. Krsna had actually sent him there just to see and learn how to weep for
Him - “Go and see how My Vraja-relatives weep for Me!” This Vrndavana — what else
should I think of but that? Krsna is everywhere, also in your apartment, everywhere.
Krsna is drowning in the ocean of Radha’s love. Radharani’s breasts are Krsna’s
shelter. Tears stream from His face when He speaks about Her. He is speechless.
smaram smaram muhus tad brajam anucalitam bhava sindhavagahyah — What the Lord is
thinking of? Krsna is weeping in Navadvipa! Krsna sings: ami malate japibo nam! bol
suba!l bol bol! “I will do mala japa of this name, O Subal, sing to Me, sing to Me!”
What name will He do japa of? ‘Radhe Radhe Radhe’! And Radharani? She says
‘Krsna! Krsna! Krsna’! Who is Bhagavan? Radha or Krsna? Tell me. nirguna brahma
becomes saguna brahma. Water (the formless Supreme) turns into ice (the Supreme
with form) by bhakti. The Christians say God is formless, the Muslims say that God is
formless, the Buddhists say that God is formless — we say He has a form. Krsna
becomes stone — He is lost in Vrndavana! Where is He in Vrndavana? Radharani will
tell you. If She gives the key to His temple, you can have darsana of Krsna. There is
Caran Pahari in Vraja — Krsna’s flute song made the stones melt. Then, when Krsna
stopped playing His flute, the stones got hard again. The signs are still there of His
feet. What lila can be sweeter than this, tell me? What else should be recollected?
When a fly falls into a lake of nectar, will he die? There is no death then. There is no
death for a devotee. He has come and then he will go there (to Krsna). He will

become an associate of Lila Purusottam (Krsna, the Supreme God of Play).”
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Advaita Das: “What is the meaning of the word sadukrr in (the last verse of)

Sankaracarya’s Moha Mudgar?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “sadukrn is the root of the verb 'to do' — nahi nahi
sadukrn karane. Here Sripada Sankaracarya is saying in the end: Whatever path or
philosophy you may follow, in the eleventh hour (at the time of death) there is
nothing else to do but worship Govinda. So here he firmly tells all the living beings,
either past, present or future — bhaja govindam bhaja govindam bhaja govindam -
‘Worship Govinda, worship Govinda, worship Govinda’. nanya pantha vidyate ayandya

— there is no other escape route!”
- Letter, Dec.4,1996

barhottamsa-vilasa-kuntala-bharam madhurya-magnananam
pronmilan-nava-yauvanam pravilasad-venu-pranadamrtam
apina-stana-kutmalabhir abhito gopibhir aradhitam

jyotis cetasi nas cakastu jagatam ekabhiramadbhutam

“May that wonderful divine light, whose head, covered with curly locks, is
beautified by a captivating crown of peacock feathers, whose countenance is
immersed in a current of sweetness, who is of awakening youthful beauty, whose
flute brings forth a stream of nectar, who is worshipped on all sides by cowherd girls
with big breasts, and who pleases the whole universe, be manifest in our
consciousness!” (Krsna Karnamrta 4)

“Krsna walks over the gravel road of Vrndavana towards the meadows. How
does He use that road? All the gopis are lying down to let Him walk comfortably over
their soft breasts. By having Krsna’s feet touch My breasts, that is the best way to
serve Him - gopibhir aradhitam. How do the gopis worship Krsna? By allowing Him
passage over their breasts!”

Human life is the worst life without Govinda. Listen, I will tell you:

mora vapu citta mana, sakala indriya gana,
krsna vina sakala viphala (CC Madhya 2.30)

“My body , mind, heart and all of My senses — they are all useless without
Krsna.” These are Mahaprabhu’s own words! He speaks about Krsna, Krsna in
Vrndavana! Why? Why has the Lord Himself accepted the life of an ascetic? What has
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He not sacrificed for this? We are saying: “Prabhu, have mercy, have mercy!” You are
begging Me for mercy? Am I not giving you mercy? It will come to you like a rain in
the desert. You need not come to Me for mercy!”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “Raghunath Gosai sits on the bank of Radhakunda,
crying: kothdy va kon kunje thako! dekha diye pran rakho! “(Radhe!) In which kunja are
you staying? Save my life by revealing Yourself to me! ami krsna krpar bhikari noy —
ami jar dasi tar pratyasi, ami krsna krpar bhikhari noy! I am longing only for She whose
maidservant I am! I am not a beggar for Krsna’s mercy!”

Advaita Das: “Is there any way in which you can inspire a child to Krsna
bhakti?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “If a child does not want to do bhakti you can do
nothing.”

o8
w

Advaita Das: “How to practise non-violence?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “Non-violence is very hard. It must be practiced as far
as possible. Mahaprabhu let the tigers dance and chant, but we cannot do that. We
must avoid aggressive, harmful creatures, like scorpions, as much as possible, and
only if that is not possible, then atmanam satatam rakset (Manu Smrti 7.213) — “One must
always protect oneself.” (One can take defensive action) They must suffer their karma
(when we kill them in self-defence). The more elevated the sadhaka becomes, the
more he will give up such self-defence.”

maksika-o gole na go porle amrta hrade (“When a fly falls in a lake of nectar it
does not dissolve”) — and that lake is filled with the nectar of hari-nama - this
confidence is there. When the bee-like devotee falls in that lake he will become
immortal — his mortal body becomes immortal. Look at all the nectarean fruits of Sri
Harinama - 1. ceto darpana marjanam (cleansing the mirror of the mind), 2. bhava
maha davagni nirvapanam (extinguishing the big forest fire of material life), 3. sreyah
kairava candrika vitaranam (expanding the moon-light on the white lotus of well-
being), 4. vidya vadhii jivanam (giving life to the bride of transcendental knowledge),

5. anandambudhi vardhanam (expanding the ocean of transcendental bliss), 6. prati-
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padam purnamrtasvadanam (giving the relish of the full transcendental nectar at every
step), 7. sarvatma snapanam (showering the whole self). So, all victory to the
congregational chanting of the holy name of Sri Krsna! After all, Mahaprabhu is
called tri-satya (namas tri-kala satydya), His words are true in past, present and future.
In the Yoga-scriptures this nectar is also mentioned. When the susumna nadi (the
topmost yoga-channel) joins the sahasrara (crown-cakra) in the head, then nectar
starts flowing within the body of the practitioner. This causes the yogis to merge into
samadhi.” - Letter, June 30, 2000
Beware of praise! For example, one man dances, careful! Behind his back is
an ocean, an ocean of praise! This caution is given for those who will think of other
things than Sri Krsna. The Lord, however, has personally given this assurance of
safety to His devotees — kaunteya pratijanihi na me bhakta pranasyati (Gita 9.31) “O
Arjuna! Declare it boldly that My devotee never perishes!” It is said: mare krsna rakhe
ke, rakhe mare ke? “If Krsna wants to kill you, who can protect you, and if Krsna
wants to protect you, then who can kill you?” Take Prahlada Maharaja — his own
father did everything to kill him, but because Krsna protected him he could not be
killed. And on the other hand, look at Kamsa - he did everything to protect himself,
but Krsna killed him anyway. The assurance of the Lord (‘My devotee never perishes’)

only counts for His devotees, not for others.”
- Letter September 28, 2001
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Advaita Das: “What books should a follower of Sadhu Baba read?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: ‘Caitanya Caritamrta is a very good book. It is second to
none — krsna dasa kavirdaja rasika bhakata majh (Prem Bhakti Candrika) “Krsna das
Kaviraja is the foremost of rasika devotees.” Govinda Lilamrta (also written by Krsna
das Kaviraja) is also very good. Haribhakti Vilasa is good....” (Sadhu Baba himself

gives a further shortlist in his biography ‘Sadhu Baba’s sacred memory’) Otherwise:

ananta-sastram bahulasca vidyah svalpasca kalo bahu-vighnata ca

yat sara-bhiitam tad-upasaniyam hamso yatha ksiram ivambu-madhyat

"The scriptures are infinite and the branches of knowledge are many. Our time

is limited and our lives full of obstacles. Therefore we should devote our attention to
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the essentials, just as the swan extracts only the milk from the water." (Canakya-niti-

darpanam 15.10)

The author of Radha-rasa-sudhanidhi was a sannyasi, a brahma-vadi, the Guru
of 30,000 sannyasis. He taught so’ham — ‘I am the Supreme’. But Mahaprabhu said:
“No, I will not let that pass! It is tasyadham - ‘I belong to Him/Her’. There is
distinction between service and the servant. I don’t want to be Radha, I want to be
Her servant!”

S
w

Advaita Das: “What is real universal love?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “A poet says —

jiber majhe debata peyechi
bolte pari na bhoye
amar cokhe ek hoye geche

jibaloy debaloye

‘I found my Lord within the living beings, but was afraid to express it.
In my eyes they became one — the abode of the living being within the abode of God.”
jibe samman dibe jani krsna adhisthana (CC) “Honour the living beings, knowing
them to be the abode of Krsna.” sarvam brahma-mayam jagat - “The world is full of

Brahman.” When one can see the whole world like that one comes to universal love.”

Advaita Das: “Then we must also love the enemies of our Guru and our Lord?”

Nirafjjan Prasad Das: The scriptures reply to this: asat sariga tyaga — ei
vaisnava acara (CC). “The Vaisnava must give up bad company.” Certainly those who
hate the Guru and the Lord are bad, so the scriptures say we should cast them far
away from us. Indeed, it is a sin even to pronounce their names — they should be

forgotten entirely.”

Last two questions answered in letter, June 23, 1998

pO
w

Advaita Das: What was Baba’s opinion on sannydsa? No kind of sannydsa is
prescribed or mentioned in the Goswamis’ books. Is that why Baba was not officially

initiated into sannydsa or so?
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Nirafijan Prasad Das: “What you learned and commented about sannydsa is
correct. Particularly in this Kali age the scriptures forbid sannydsa. In Caitanya
Caritamrta, Adi chapter 17 we find this verse from Brahma Vaivarta Purana, Krsna
Janma Khanda -

asvamedham gavalambam sannyasam pala paitrkam

devarena sutotpattim kalau panca vivarjayet

“In the Kali age five things are forbidden - horse-sacrifice, cow-sacrifice,
sannydasa, offering non-vegetarian oblations to the forefathers and having a son
procreated by one’s brother-in-law.” You could see at Baba’s personal conduct what is
sannydsa and you have heard of those principles in detail. The six Gosvamis embody
Sriman Mahaprabhu’s heart’s desire, look at the conduct of Sripada Sanatana
Gosvami:

karariga kaupin loiya, chera kantha gaye diya
teyagibo sakala vishoy
krsne anuraga hobe, vrajera nikunje kobe,

jaiya koribo nijaloy

“I will give up all sense enjoyment and wear a loincloth and torn quilt only,
using just an earthen waterpot for all my bodily comforts. When will I go to the
nikunjas of Vraja to make them my abode, out of passionate love for Krsna?”

Now that is sannyasa, that is the topmost renunciation, that is the beauty of

bhajan in the sweet surrounding of Vrndavana!
- Letter, August 22, 2000

Advaita Das: What was Baba’s opinion on living in Vraja? On the one hand I

see Mahaprabhu telling Jagadananda Pandit:

mathura gele sanatan sange rohibe; mathurar swami saber carane vandibe.
diire rahi bhakti kori sange na rohiba; tan sabar acar cesta loite na pariya.
sanatan sange koriho bon darasan; sanataner sanga na charibe ek khon

Sighro asiho taha na rohio ciro kala.. (CC Antya 13)

“If you go to Mathura (Vraja) then stay with Sanatan Goswami and offer your

obeisances to the feet of all the brahmins of Mathura from a distance. Do not
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associate with them because you cannot imitate or comprehend their conduct. See the
forests of Vraja in Sanatan’s company and never leave his association for even a
moment. Come back quickly and don’t stay there too long..”

On the other hand we see S$ri Riipa Gosvamipada’s instructions kuryad vasam
vraje sada — “Always reside in Vraja.” It seems contradictory. What was Baba’s

opinion on this?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “Living in Vraja is excellent. One who lives there is
very fortunate indeed. The apparent contradiction is based on the individual
qualification of the sadhaka. The six Gosvamis gave the greatest example of Vaisnava
conduct. The bhajan of the devotee depends on individual qualification. Indeed, how
can one become expert in bhajan without the company of totally renounced devotees
who are steeped in bhajan? Baba said: bhavesu vidyate deva na tu mathe na mandire —
“The Lord lives in one’s feelings, not in monasteries or temples.” Everything centers
around purity of heart and intent, and one associates with pure devotees accordingly
— yadrsi bhavana yasya siddhir bhavati tadrsi “One attains perfection according to one’s
personal sentiments.” The highest perfections lies there, in a pure heart. This is the

constant companion of everyone's life.”
- Letter, August 22, 2000

Advaita Das: (I had a letter-head with a picture of only Radha on it)
“Someone told me that a picture of Sri Radha without Sri Krsna is wrong, it is like a

picture of Durga. Is this true?”

Nirafjjan Prasad Das: “A picture of Radha-Krsna together would satisfy the

people. The heart of bhajan is the worship and service of Radha alone -

radhika carana renu, bhiisana koriya tanu, andyase pabe giridhari.

radhika caranasraya, ye kore se mahasaya, tare mui jao bolihari
(Prema Bhakti Candrika, Thakur Mahasaya)
“Decorate your body with Radhika’s foot-dust — then you will easily attain Giridhari.
Whoever takes shelter of Radhika’s lotus feet is a great soul and I praise such a

person!” I understand that this letter-head is giving you much personal joy, and in

this respect I endorse it, but to present yourself properly to the ordinary populace it

35



Questions and answers with Nirafijan Prasad Das

would be better to have a picture of the Divine Pair together.”
- Letter, March 19, 1998

Advaita Das: “The Vedas say eko’ham bahu syam — I was One, I became Many,
but at the same time it also says anadir adir govinda — The form of the Lord is

beginningless. If that is so then how did He become many from One?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “Actually He is both one and many from beginningless
time onwards. Being manifold is part of His constitution. There is no beginning at all
in Sri Krsna! He is eternal and He is Self-perfect (He never attained perfection, but
was always like that). His body is eternal and transcendental. He is the root cause of
all divine manifestations and Personalities of Godhead. There is no difference
between His Self and His body and each of His senses can perform the function of
each of the other senses. His body itself is also all-pervading. All this is possible by
His inconceivable power. Though He has a human shape He is still all-pervading. He
showed that in His childhood-pastime of eating clay, in His pastime of being bound to
His mother’s grinding mortar, and in His various pastimes in the citadel of Dvaraka,
where He married 16,108 queens at once in one form and then revelled with them in
16,108 identical forms. Look at the Rasa lila, where He dances with all the gopis at
once in as many forms as they have! eko’ham bahu syam — “I was one, I became
many.” Look at His pastime of Brahma stealing His cows, in which He assumed the
forms of each cow and cowherd boy that was kidnapped — and so many other
examples are there!” - Letter, December 21, 1998

Advaita Das: “I have a question about qualification for hearing Rasa-Lila. Sri
Suka Muni narrated the Rasa-lila to an audience of yogis, karmis, jiianis and aisvarya
bhaktas, but on the other hand Sri Jiva Gosvami warns — dadhadbhir yogyasya sravasi
paramapyam na sadasi (Gopal Campu 1.23.1) “This most delicate subject should be
narrated to a qualified person, and not in large assemblies.” How to understand this

apparent contradiction?”

Niraiijan Prasad Das: “When Maharaja Pariksit was about to die he asked Sri
Sukadeva Gosvamipada, the son of Vyasa and the crown-jewel of parama-hamsas, a
life-long naked brahmacari, what is the greatest welfare for the soul. $ri Sukadeva
responded by narrating the Srimad Bhagavata to him. This was the first time the

Srimad Bhagavata was preached to the world, through the mouth of Srimat Sukadeva.

36



Questions and answers with Nirafijan Prasad Das

The world had not heard about the pastimes of Sri Krsna, who is also known as Lila
Purusottama, the God of Play. The world became blessed, and along with Maharaja
Pariksit the whole assembly of devarsis (celestial sages), rdjarsis (royal sages),
brahmarsis (seers of Brahman), fruitive workers, yogis and jfianis became most blessed
too. How there could be anything wrong with the audience? They witnessed the
establishment of a new type of yoga, named bhakti yoga. The existence of the formless
Brahman was discovered by yogis and jhanis, and after such a long time they saw a
loving God assuming a shape due to the touch of the topmost love of His devotees.
The formless God can be compared with liquid water which gets frozen by the great
chill of devotion, and the ice that thus comes to exist is called the form of God. On
that day, after such a long time, these sages heard from Suka’s mouth about the
Supreme Brahman that assumes a blissful transcendental shape that is playful. This is
the conclusion of Vedanta philosophy. Thus the world became blessed and the

Bhagavata scripture itself (1.1.3) boldly declares:

nigama kalpa taror galitam phalam
Suka mukhad amrta drava samyutam
pibata bhagavatam rasam alayam

muhur aho rasikah bhuvi bhavukah

“O Rasika, sensitive devotees! This Bhagavat is the ripened fruit of the wish-
yielding tree of the Vedas and it has fallen on earth from the mouth of a parrot (or
!77

Sukadeva Gosvami) — drink this nectar for ever and ever

Furthermore, Srimat Sukadeva told Pariksit in the assembly-

parinisthito’pi nairgunye uttama sloka vartaya

grhita ceta rajarse akhyanam yad adhitavan

“O saintly king! Although I was initially attached to the quality-less Brahman
my mind became attracted to the stories of Krsna, who is praised with choice verses,
so I began to study the stories of the Lord.” (S.B. 2.1.9)

Now let us briefly summarise the situation:

The inquirer = Maharaja Pariksit

The speaker = The crown-jewel of parama-hamsas Srimat Sukadeva.

The question = What is to the benefit of the person about to die?
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Difficult question = The karmis, yogis and jfianis in the assembly.

The original question (the benefit of a person about to die) kept Maharaja
Pariksit wondering without any outcome, and the yogis, jianis and karmis he had
gathered around him began to wonder about this too. In this way they turned from an
ordinary audience into a qualified audience (since they began to share Pariksit’s
inquiry with him). That solves the question about the recital of the Bhagavata. Sri

Radhe. - Letter, June 30, 2001

Advaita Das: ‘How do we experience the Damodarastakam, which Baba wants

us to sing or recite during the holy month of Kartik?”

Nirafijjan Prasad Das: “The Supreme Absolute Truth, who is beginningless, yet
the beginning of all, the cause of all causes, whose divine glories are sung by gods
like Brahma, Varuna, Indra and Rudra, on whom the great seers and mystics meditate
age upon age without finding the end to Him - that Supreme Absolute Truth is
Gopala, Mother Yasoda’s beloved blue gem, in a cowherd hamlet in $ri Vrndavana
(Vraja). Such is the philosophy of Vedanta.

These are the events - Every morning Mother Yasoda prepares butter, yoghurt
and milk for her Gopala to eat. She forgets the whole world while singing the glories
of her Gopala! One day Gopala woke up and wanted to suck her breast, so He came
out of His cradle and looked all over for her, crying. When He heard the sound of the
churning of curd He went there and His mother suckled Him, thereby neglecting a
pot of milk that she had on the fire. As soon as the milk started to rise, to boil over,
she took the jewel of her house (Krsna) from her breast, seated Him somewhere and
went to save the milk.. Gopala was very angry at being thus neglected and He entered
His mother’s storehouse to break a pot of yoghurt, which then spilled all over the
courtyard. This His offence caused the Dama-bandhana pastime, in which He was
punitively bound up with ropes by His mother. We must consider here Who was

bound up by mother Yasoda, and how it was possible for Him to get bound up. The
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whole universe trembles when He merely makes His eyebrows twitch — vayus calati
mad bhayat. The Lord says: ‘The wind blows out of fear of Me.” God is full of six
godly attributes (beauty, wealth, renunciation, knowledge, fame and power), yet all
these powers are defeated by the love of His mother. Alas! The Lord is greedy for the
love of His devotees only! His endless prowess is swallowed by this love. Although He
is Almighty, He accepts bondage at the hands of His mother, the Queen of Vraja.
Although He is worshipped by all, He blissfully carries the shoes of His father Nanda
on His head. The gopis’ feelings of loving possessiveness towards Krsna is even greater
— they manage to enslave and bind Him. Blessed is our Lord, blessed is the love divine
of the gopis! The Lord is only ensnared by prema, divine love. Has such a thing ever
been heard of by anyone in the past? Has anyone ever seen this before? Blessed is
Vrndavana, which is filled with divine flavours of loving sentiments (rasa) towards
Krsna! The gopis’ hearts are filled with this rasa, and our rasika nagara (Krsna, the
hero of divine flavours) is filled with this rasa. Hence the Upanisads say raso vai sah —
“He surely is Rasa.” This nectar-ocean ocean of gopi bhava can be contemplated age
after age, there will be no end to such contemplation. The more you meditate on it
the deeper you will dive, you will drown in it. Hence Riipa Gosvami has warned: ma
preksistha tava yadi bandhu sange’sti ranga — “Don’t look at Govinda playing His flute if
you want to enjoy fun with your friends!” And now I was only speaking of Krsna’s
childhood pastimes! Mother Yasoda thinks that Krsna is her little child and she prays
to Lord Narayana that her son will be treading the straight path. Although Garga
Muni repeatedly told Yasoda that her son is nardyana samo gunaih (S.B. 10.8.19),
equal to Lord Narayana in attributes, mother does not hear it really, for her heart is
filled with motherly love towards Krsna. Mother Yasoda thinks: ‘Whatever Garga
Muni says, it’s allright, Krsna is just my little child!” Blessed is mother Ya$oda!

Blessed is her motherly love divine for Krsna!”
- Letter, June 23, 1998

Advaita Das: “In our manual for worship it is prescribed to recite the
Damodarastakam daily in the month of Kartik, but a person who worships Krsna with
the feelings of a manjari may not feel attracted to this. Should it still be recited daily

in Kartik?”

Nirafijjan Prasad Das: “One can recite the Damodarastakam daily in the

month of Kartika. Those who are in the mood of manjaris can still relish this pastime
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as observers of mother Yasoda’s motherly love for Her son. She is, after all, the very

form of vatsalya rasa. All these rules can still be practised as secondary alternatives.”

Y,

=5,

20

Advaita Das: “When one has actual, tangible deities is it proper or acceptable

to worship them mentally (in case one is unable to worship them physically)?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “When an actual, tangible deity is there They must be
physically worshipped and mentally one must remember Their forms, attributes and
pastimes. When an installed deity is not there one can just render mental service,
meditating on Their forms, attributes and pastimes. Basically, Caitanya Caritamrta
teaches:

mane nija siddha deha koriya bhavan,

ratri din seva radha krsnera carana

‘Within your mind think of your siddha deha (spiritual body) and thus worship
Radha and Krsna’s lotus-feet day and night.” Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu gives the

following instruction:

smartavyam satatam visnor vismartavyo na jaticit

sarva vidhi nisedha syur etayor eva kinkarah

“Always remember Krsna and never forget Him — all other rules and prohibitions

are subservient to this.”
- Letter, November 4, 1997
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Advaita Das: “For how long is the Jhulan festival observed? The Vrajavasis do
it from trtiya until full moon, the Gaudiyas do it from Ekadasi to Pirnima, again

others only on Pirnima. How do we observe it?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “We render this service like the Gaudiya devotees, from

Ekadasi until Purnima.” - Letter, November 20, 2000

Advaita Das: “When the time to break Ekadasi on Dvadasi has expired, is the

Ekadasi-vrata then totally lost?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “One must break Ekadasi on the prescribed time, but if
that time has expired one should beg forgiveness at the feet of the holy name (chant

to atone).”
Letter, November 20, 2000

Advaita Das: “If grains are accidentally offered to Sri Gurudeva on Ekadasi,

then what is the atonement?”

Nirafijjan Prasad Das: “One should then do hari-nama japa and beg
forgiveness to the holy name. He is very kind, He will surely forgive you, this firm

faith you must have. Don’t fear.”

Advaita Das: “How are Sri Janmastami and Radhastami celebrated? With
feelings of sorrow out of separation, for that may be the reason why we fast, or do we

celebrate with feelings of elation?”
Niraiijan Prasad Das: “Sri Janmastami and Radhastami are celebrated with

feelings of elation in honour of His auspicious visit to the Earth, and in that mood we

fast. Sri Hari-kirtan and japa are being done.”
- Letter, November 20, 2000

Advaita Das: “If flowers and Tulasi leaves are not available can they be

offered mentally?”

Nirafijjan Prasad Das: “Yes.”
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Advaita Das: “If we are busy travelling or working on a job, there may be no
time or opportunity to do ahnika (daily rites of mantra japa, oblations etc.). Is that a
bad thing?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “If you have no time to do piija or ahnika due to work
or business then leave it. Beg forgiveness, there will be no offence. You can mentally
recollect your mantras too. Actually the mental practise is primary.”

- Letter, November 3, 1998

While on a journey one can also just wash hands and feet, put on clean cloth

or a woollen garment and do one’s ghnika.

Advaita Das: “In our manual for worship it is prescribed to offer oblations to
the Sun-god - is that not contrary to the Visnu-nistha (loyalty) of the Vaisnavas? After
all, Bhagavad Gita 7.20 says: kamais tais tair hrta jAiana prapadyante’nya devata —
“Those whose knowledge is stolen by desire worship other gods.” Otherwise, does it

have any connection with Radharani’s daily worship of the Sun-god?

Nirafijjan Prasad Das: “The oblations are offered to the Sun-god to be
enthused in loyalty to Sri Krsna by remembering the Kama Gayatri. All moving and
non-moving beings are petitioned to receive their blessings, so that we can attain
devotion to Krsna — tomara bandhava mora, ei asirbad koro braje jeno pai braja nathe.
Those oblations are offered to receive blessings to attain Visnu-nistha. The verse
kamais tais tair hrta jfiana refers to selfish desires for a wife, sons, wealth etc. This is
rejectable, but not the desire for loyalty towards Krsna and devotion to Him. Srimati
Radharani only invokes the Sun-god so that She can meet Sri Krsna. tila adh na dekhle
jay re moriya — “If I don’t see Him for even half a moment I will die.” That is why She

does this.” - Letter, March 11, 1997

Advaita Das: “If I accidentally put a prasadi cloth on a large pile of clean
clothes and garments, then the whole pile of garments became prasadi? The whole
pile of clothes then have to be washed? And also the shelve on which they were lying
has to be washed? How far does this contagiousness go? The walls, the whole house

is then also prasadi?”
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Nirafijan Prasad Das: “We are man, a kind of creature in His creation with
advanced form and wit. This much. We are not devata, so we shall have to follow

Sastra and abide by the manners and custom of the ancestors.”
- Letter, September 28, 2001

Advaita Das: “If I touch the deity with my hand is my hand then prasadi?”
Nirafijan Prasad Das: “The hand is not prasadi.” - Letter, July 25, 1996

Advaita Das: During bahya pija (external worship) must we offer the deity’s
prasadi flowers, incense and lamps to the Guru or must we offer these things

amantya?

Niraiijan Prasad Das: The articles must be offered first to Sri Krsna — the

flowers and Tulasi-leaves are then stuck to his head.”
- Letter, June 30, 2001

Advaita Das: “Can we and should we take an oath on the Bhagavat or Gita in

a court case like the Christians take an oath on the Bible?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “It is not good to take an oath anywhere and

everywhere. Such an oath must only be taken to uphold the truth, in rare cases.”
- Letter, March 19,1998

Advaita Das: “A massage of oil and a rubbing off with powder should only be

given to the deities in the winter (or in one’s smaranam), or the whole year through?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “Only in the winter.”
- Letter, January 25, 2000

Advaita Das: “In Vraja I heard that if one does not do one’s ahnika for 5-6
days, due to disease, maya or any other reason, one should take initiation again. I
have not seen such a rule in the scriptures though. What is the atonement for not

doing ahnika for a long time, due to disease?”
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Nirafijan Prasad Das: “The scriptures say ature niyamo ndsti — ‘In emergency
cases there is no law.”3 When one is unable to practise then Hari can still be
remembered mentally - this destroys all sins. To get re-initiated is exaggerated and
improper. It is forbidden in scripture. Remember you once quoted this slogan from
Sripad Sankaracarya — guror anghri padme manas cen na lagnam tatah kim tatah kim
tatah kim tatah kim “When the mind is not fixed on the lotus feet of the Guru, then

what is the use of it all? Remembering the Guru is the very life of the sadhaka.”
- Letter, March 19, 1998

Advaita Das: “Concerning japa - What is a phera and what is a granthi?”

Nirafijjan Prasad Das: “One phera is a string of 108 beads (one ‘round’) and a
granthi is 4 of these pheras. This is the minimum amount of nama japa that a sadhaka

should do daily. After that, the more the better.”
- Letter, September 2, 1998

Advaita Das: “It is prescribed that this one granthi must be done sitting cross-
legged on an asan. The other extra rounds one can also chant sitting on a chair or

so?”
Nirafijjan Prasad Das: “Yes.” - Letter, September 2, 1998

Advaita Das: “If one fails to chant a nice quota of japa can one still get the

grace of the Guru? How important is it?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “If one is too busy in basically devotional activities one
may chant less rounds, no need to worry — the Lord will forgive it. One should
generally sit down on an asana and do a fixed number of rounds of japa. This is the
rule. There is no need to count mental japa (without beads) or kirtana. Keeping count

is not overly important. - Letter, June 23, 1998

3 ature niyamo nasti bale vrddhe tathaiva ca; pardcara rate caiva esa dharmah sanatanah (Maha
Subhasita Samgraha 4542) — “While suffering there is no rule, nor is there rules for children,

old people and those who are engaged in helping others. Such is the eternal religion.”
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Advaita Das: What to do during a solar- or lunar eclipse? In Vraja I heard that
an eclipse is inauspicious and one should stay at home and close the doors, windows
and curtains. On the other hand Srimad Bhagavata (10.82) narrates that sadhus

bathed at Kuru-ksetra during a full eclipse. So what do we do during an eclipse?

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “During a solar- or lunar eclipse one should do

harinama japa and kirtan. When the eclipse is over one must take a bath.”
Letter, January 25, 2000

(Tapan Kumar Adhikari, another prominent student of Sadhu Baba, adds to

this that during eclipses one should also refrain from deity worship and cooking)
Phone conversation June 23, 2010

(Tulsi Saha, caretaker of Sadhu Baba’s ashram, adds one should also not eat

during an eclipse)
Facebook messenger, October 27, 2023

Advaita Das: “Can we drink water on the main fasting days like Dol Purnima,
Sri Janmastami and Siva Ratri? When it is time to break the fast (in the late evening
on Dol Purnima and Nrsimha Caturdasi) what can be eaten? Only Ekadasi-prasad like

fruits and milk or also grains like bread and rice?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “One can break the fast either with fruits and milk or
with grains like rice. Only on the long fasting days like Janmastami and Siva Ratri the
fast should be broken with grains the next day. Caranamrta, fruits and milk can be
taken at midnight, on the other days these things can be eaten on the prescribed time
of that day. Abhiseka on Dol Purnima is done in the evening, on Janmastami at
midnight. The scriptures say that all these vows are observed from ages 8 to 80. On

Baba’s disappearance day no fasting is observed. After abhisekha one takes prasada.”
- Letter, July 2, 1997

Advaita Das: “Why the mantra is secret and the Holy Name public?”
Nirafijan Prasad Das: “Mantra, tantra etc. and the means to practise them are
grave things, and must stay like that — hence they are to be kept secret; it is forbidden

to reveal them all over the place to unqualified persons. On the other hand, the

glories of Hari-nama and Krsna-katha are to be upheld. It is not forbidden to preach
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the glories of Hari-nama. Japa and meditation, though, must be done silently.”
- Letter, June 30, 2001

Advaita Das: “In our manual-of-worship oblations to the forefathers are
prescribed. If one’s elders and forefathers are not Hindu or Vaisnava, is this still to be

done?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “This tarpan-oblation is offered for the sake of all living
beings, and the soul has no race or caste. The soul is not a Hindu, Muslim, Christian
or Buddhist. This tarpan-oblation is offered for the well-being or liberation of all
living beings, all the way up to Brahma-loka, for as long as Krsna consciousness does
not come to the souls that are bound by maya they cannot become liberated, but will
have to keep on rotating in the wheel of birth and death. There is no caste or race in

the soul, nor is anyone our relative.”
- Letter, June 23, 1998

Advaita Das: “How long should we keep the bhoga-offering to the Lord on the
altar?”
Nirafijan Prasad Das: “The loving devotee should offer his food to his beloved

Lord. He will point it out in the heart of His beloved devotee.”
- Letter, March 19, 1998

Advaita Das: “In the absence of an actual Tulasi-plant can one also worship a
picture of Tulasi? If so, how is such a picture to be worshipped? Are lamps and
incense also offered to Tulasi during Arati? If so, then when? Before or after Sitanath,

the Guru and the devotees? Or is Tulasi to be worshipped separately?”

Nirafijan Prasad Das: “In the absence of a Tulasi-tree one can also worship
her mentally. It must be done separately, after the worship of Sitanatha, the Guru and

the devotees.”
- Letter, March 19, 1998

Additional rule:
For Janmastami’s abhiseka Giridhari is bathed at midnight, the deity in the temple at
midday.
- Namita Saha, August 22, 2011
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During our last goodbye Nirafijan Babu energised me by quoting Sanatan Das
‘a fiMEce 02 19 Y ofe; weie wiiee of 47 w2fe” “Those who are fixed in devotion to the

lotus feet of the Guru, bear the great power of delivering the world.'
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