Glorification of Sri Gurudeva

Often we are asked by people who enter into Hinduism by reading the
Bhagavad Gita where all the Vaisnavas’ worship of the Guru is mentioned. Though
there is only one verse in the Gita that hints at it there are many many verses in other

scriptures. Here is a list, starting with:

The Guru in Srimad Bhagavata :

yair idrsi bhagavato gatir atma-vada
ekantato nigamibhih pratipadita nah
tusyantv adabhra-karunah sva-krtena nityam

ko nama tat pratikaroti vinoda-patram
(Srimad Bhagavata 4.22.47)

Maharaja Prthu told Sanatkumara: ,,May you — who are well versed in the
Vedas and have in your profuse compassion precisely explained to us, in the
course of your dissertation on the Supreme Lord, the true nature of God as
depicted above — may you ever be pleased with your own acts (of delivering the
afflicted). What else can be a reward for you but handfuls of water?”

Sridhara Svami comments: saty api svatve sarvasvendpi na guroh pratyupakartum



The importance of the Guru confirmed in the scriptures.

Sakyam ity aha—yair iti — ,,Even by offering everything you have you cannot repay
$ri Guru.” yad va, vinoda-patram upahdasaspadam. pratyupakdre pravrttau jananam
upahasaspadam bhaved ity arthah ,,Other than the ‘handfuls of water’ interpretation
one can read the verse thus: instead of vina uda-patra (without handfuls of
water) one can also read vinoda-patram, or ‘object of ridicule’. In other words,

anyone who says that there is any way to repay Sri Guru is a ridiculous person.”

Sri Vi§vanatha Cakravartipada’s Sarartha Darsini-comment on Srimad Bhagavata
4.28.34 —

sutat hitveti pativrata patyur iva guroh sevayam pravrttah Sisyah sravana kirtanadinyapi
bhogan tad utthana premanandan api grhan tad ucita vivikta sthalam api naivapeksate. $ri
guru sevayaiva sukhena sarva sadhya siddhyartham ityupadesa vyafjitah.......... guru

sevaya eva vedena sarvadhikasyoktatva

“A devoted and chaste wife, while absorbed in the service of her husband,
does not care even for her son. Similarly, a disciple deeply absorbed in the
service of Sri Guru does not even depend on hearing and chanting, knowing that
by guru-seva he can easily attain complete perfection in devotion. Just as a
devoted wife does not want any sense enjoyment and home comfort, a disciple
completely absorbed in guru-seva does not seek even premananda arising out of
hearing and chanting nor even seek secluded places suitable to his bhajana. The

Vedas say that service to the Guru is the greatest.”
Visvanatha Cakravarti’s comment on Srimad Bhagavata 4.28.50 —

sri-guror deha-samskaram krtva srimad-guru-carana-viyukto’ham tadiya-gunanusmarana-
maya-soka-davagni-dagdha-deho pranam dhartum asaknuvams tad-upadista-sravana-
kirtanadi-bhaktau naiva saktim dhasyami. tasmad adyaiva marisyamiti Sisyo manasi

niscinotiti darsayamasa

« After performing the cremation of Sri Gurudeva, the disciple thinks « I
am burning in the fire of separation from Gurudeva’s lotus-feet. My body
scorches in the fire of lamentation as I remember His attributes and I have no

power to stay alive, nor am I able to perform bhakti in the type of hearing and
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chanting which Sri Gurudeva had adviced. » Thus the disciple decides : <Today

I will die. »
Visvanatha Cakravarti’s comment on Srimad Bhagavata 4.28.51:

sva-guru-viraha-vyakuli-bhava-dasadyam iva Sisyasya bhagavad-darsanam syad iti

dyotayati.

,In the condition of separation from his Guru, the disciple is so upset that

he gets the darsana of the Lord.”

sa vai priyatamas catma yato na bhayam anv api

iti veda sa vai vidvan yo vidvan sa gurur harih
(Srimad Bhagavata 4.29.51)

« Indeed, He is the most loved one, the very Self, from whom there is not
even the slightest fear. He alone is wise, who knows this truth, and he who is

wise is Sri Guru, who is Lord Hari Himself. »

yadisvare bhagavati yatha yair afijasa ratih

guru-susriusaya bhaktya sarva labdharpanena ca
(Srimad Bhagavata 7.7.29-30)

“(Among) the means for easily attaining love of God is serving Sri Guru

with devotion and offering Him all that one gains.”

Visvanatha Cakravartipada comments: guroh Susriisaya snapana samvahanadikaya —

“The word susriisd means bathing and massaging Sri Guru (practical services)”.

asarkalpdj jayet kamam krodham kama-vivarjanat
arthanartheksaya lobham bhayam tattvavamarsanat
anviksikya soka-mohau dambham mahad-upasaya

yogantarayan maunena himsam kamady-anihaya
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krpaya bhiitajam duhkham daivam jahyat samadhina
atmajam yoga-viryena nidram sattva-nisevaya
rajas tamas ca sattvena sattvam copasamena ca

etat sarvam gurau bhaktya puruso hy afijasa jayet
(Srimad Bhagavata 7.15.22-25)

Sri Narada told King Yudhisthira: "To give up lust one must give up one's
determination to enjoy, to give up anger one must give up lust and to give up
greed one must see the evil of money. Fear can be given up by considering the
truth, lamentation and illusion can be given up by considering what is material
and what is spiritual (rational thinking), pride can be given up by serving a
great soul and obstacles in yoga-practise (which serves the purpose of fixing the
mind) can be overcome by perfecting a vow of silence. Violence is conquered
by giving up endeavours for sense-gratification, suffering caused by other living
entities can be mitigated by developing the quality of compassion, suffering
caused by the elements can be mitigated by entering into samadhi and suffering
caused by the own body and mind can be mitigated by practising the eight-fold
path of mystic yoga (astanga-yoga). When the mode of goodness increases sleep
is conquered, along with the modes of passion and darkness, and by controlling
the senses the mode of goodness is transcended. But all these vices and obstacles

together can be conquered simply by devotion to Sri Guru."
Sri Visvanatha Cakravartipada comments on this verse —

afijasa Sighram ayasabhavena sarvam jayet. sarva-rogopasamanam mukhyam ekam eva

mahausadham ivety arthah.

“One overcomes all obstacles quickly and easily by bhakti to Sri Guru.

This is like taking just one principal medicine which cures all other diseases.”

yasya saksad bhagavati jiana dipa prade gurau

martyasaddhih Srutam tasya sarvam kufijara Saucavat

(Srimad Bhagavata 7.15.26)
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« Whoever has the foolish notion that Sri Guru, the bestower of the lamp
of divine knowledge, who is God Himself, is a mere mortal, has all his learning

lost, just as an elephant throws dust all over himself after bathing. »
Sri Vi§vanatha Cakravartipada comments on this verse —

saksad bhagavatiti bhagavad amsa-buddhir api gurau na karyeti bhavah. yad va upasye
bhagavatyeva saksad vidyamane martya’sad dhih martya iti durbuddhis tasya Srutam

bhagavan mantradikam sastradikam sravana mananadikam ca vyartham ityarthah

« saksad bhagavan means one should not even see Sri Guru as a particle of
God, but as God Himself. It is foolish if one sees God, who is directly present (in
the form of Sri Guru) as a mortal. If a fool thinks Sri Guru is an ordinary mortal
not only his learning, but also his practise of his mantra, his hearing and his

meditation on the Lord are all in vain. »

esa vai bhagavan saksat pradhana-purusesvarah

yogesvarair vimrgyanghrir loko yam manyate naram
(Srimad Bhagavata 7.15.27)

“He whose lotus-feet are sought by the greatest masters of Yoga, who is
the Lord of material nature and all living beings has appeared in the form of

Gurudeva, whom the people mistake for an ordinary human being.”

Why is Gurudeva mentioned in the translation and not in the verse? Because
the dcaryas explain the verse as such. Srila Jiva Gosvami explains: esa $ri-krsna-
laksano’pi. tatah prakrta-drstir na bhagavat-tattva-grahane pramanam iti bhavah. “This is
also the symptom of Sri Krsna (so if it is not about Krsna it is about Sri Guru,
who was discussed in the preceding 5 verses). It shows that a mundane view

can never help establish the truth about God.”

Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti confirms this more elaborately in his own comment:
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nanu guroh pitr putradayah prativesinas ca tam naram eva manyante katham eka evayam
Sisyas tam paramesvaram manyante. ata aha - esa iti bhagavan yadunandano
raghunandano va vai niscitam eva pradhana purusayor iS§varah yam lokas tad avatara
kalotpanno janah naram manyate tena kim sa naro bhavati. api tu paramesvara evetyevam

guror apiti bhavah

“If his parents, children and neighbors consider $ri Guru to be a human
being then how can one disciple consider him to be the supreme controller
(paramesvara)? To this it is said: When the master of the material nature and
the living beings descends as Yadunandana (Krsna) or Raghunandana (Rama)
and people who meet Him while He is down here on earth, take Him to be a
human being, does that mean that He is? He is certainly the supreme controller,

and so is Sri Guru.”
gurvarka labdhopanisat sucaksusa ye te tarantiva bhavanrtambudhim
(Srimad Bhagavata 10.14.24)

« Those who have received good eyes from the sun-like Guru cross over

the false ocean of material existence. »

sa vai sat karmanam saksad dvi-jater iha sambhavah

adyo’riga yatrasraminam yathaham jianado guruh
(Srimad Bhagavata 10.80.32)

Sri Krsna says: “O friend, the father from whom one gets the body is the
first Guru in this world. Next comes the teacher who invests one with the sacred
thread and teaches him his duties. Finally comes Sri Guru who teaches divine
knowledge. He is just like Me.”

ye maya gurund vaca taranty afijo bhavarnavam

(Srimad Bhagavata 10.80.33)
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“Those who follow Sri Guru’s words, which are My words, easily cross

over the ocean of material life.”

naham ijya-prajatibhyam tapasopasamena va

tusyeyam sarva-bhiitatma guru-susriisaya yatha
(Srimad Bhagavata 10.80.34)

Krsna says: “I am not satisfied with grhastha dharma, a birth as a brahmana,
brahmacari dharma, tapasya (living in the forest) or sannyasa dharma as I am

with service rendered to the Guru who bestows divine knowledge.”

jiva-gosvami (laghu-vaisnava-tosani): sarva-bhiitanam antaryamitvena tesam sevaya
mat-samtosa-sambhave'pi guru-sevaya tusyeyam ity atisaya-vivaksayd tam vinanya-
vaiyarthyapattes ca mad avesena saksan-mad-riupatvat mad-bhaktavara-ripatvac ceti
bhavah - “As antaryami of all beings, though I am satisfied by service to them, I am
especially satisfied by service to the guru. Without that, other actions become useless,
since guru is directly My form, by My entering into him, and he is My best

devotee.”

$ri Sanatana and Jiva Gosvamis comment on 10.80.35: $ri guru seva mahatmyam uktva

loka-siksartham “To teach the people the service of Sri Guru is described here.”

vijita hrsika vayubhir adanta manas turagam
ya iha yatanti yantum ati lolam upaya khidah
vyasana Satanvitah samavahaya guros caranam

vanija ivaja santyakrta karnadhara jaladau
(Srimad Bhagavata 10.87.33)

“The mind is like an reckless horse that even persons who have conquered
their senses and breath cannot control. Those in this world who try to subdue
the uncontrolled mind, but who abandon the feet of Sri Guru, encounter
hundreds of obstacles in their cultivation of various adverse practices. O

birthless Lord! They are like merchants on a boat in the ocean who have failed
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to appoint a captain.”
budha abhajet tam bhaktyaikayesa gurudevatatma
(Srimad Bhagavata 11.2.37)

“An intelligent person will worship Sri Guru, who is both the Lord Himself

and His dearest servant, with exclusive devotion.”

Srila Jiva Gosvami comments: kim ca guru-devatatma gurur eva devatd isvara
atmad presthas ca yasya ‘devatd means that Sri Guru is God Himself and dtma means
he is dear to the Lord.”

sabde pare ca nisnatam brahmanyupasamasrayam
(Srimad Bhagavata 11.3.21)

“Therefore one should take shelter of a Guru and inquire from him about
the highest welfare. Such a Guru should be versed in scripture, have realized

the Absolute Truth and be free from attachment and revulsion.”

Sridhara Swami comments: uttamam S$reyo jadatum icchuh. $abde brahmani
vedakhye nyayato vyakhyanato nisnatam anyatha bodha saficardyogat. para brahma
nisnatatva dyotakam aha upasamasrayam iti "He who desires to learn about the most
auspicious devotional principles, should take shelter of the feet of Sri Guru, who
knows the scriptures and who has practical experience of God through his
practice of devotion. If Sri Gurudeva does not know the truth, he cannot erase
the student's doubts about bhajana-matters, and if he is not devoted he cannot

infuse bhajana-experiences into his student."

tatra bhagavatan dharman Siksed gurv-atma-daivatah

amdayayanuvrttya yais tusyed atmatma-do harih

(Srimad Bhagavata 11.3.22)
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“There one should learn the way of life of the great devotees by serving
$ri Guru without duplicity, loving him as one’s own self and thus satisfy Lord

Hari, who is the Self and who is able to give Himself away to the devotee.”

Srila Jiva Gosvami comments: amdyaya nirdambhayanuvrttya tad-anugatya Sikset
-‘amayayd means without duplicity and anuvrttya means one should learn while

following the teacher obediently.”

With all the talk that you can adopt as many Gurus as you want, with apparent
support from Srimad Bhagavata’s 11th Canto, it is interesting to see in the dcdryas’
commentaries that a Vaisnava still accepts only one personal Guru and remains loyal

to him:

labdhvanugraha dacaryat tena sandarsitagamah

maha-purusam abhyarcen miirtyabhimatayatmanah
(Srimad Bhagavata 11.3.48)

“Having attained the mercy of the acarya and having been shown the
scriptures by him one should worship the Supreme Lord in the image of his

choice.”
Srila Jiva Gosvami comments: anugraho mantra-diksa-ripah. asyaikatvam eka-
vacanatvena bodhyate “The word dcarya is in singular case. The mercy is bestowed

in the form of initiation.”

atmano gurur atmaiva purusasya visesatah

yat pratyaksanumanabhyam Sreyo’sav anuvindate
(Srimad Bhagavata 11.7.20)
“The Supreme Self is the guide of the individual self, especially in the case

of man, inasmuch as by sense perception and assumption he can accomplish his

own welfare.”
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Though it appears here that one can just rely on the paramatma without
surrendering to a personal Guru, Srila Jiva Gosvami adds in his Krama-sandarbha
commentary on this verse: gurv-anusarane pravartaka ity arthah “This means it should

prompt one to seek and follow a single, personal Guru”

Although Srimad Bhagavata 11.9.31 (na hyekasmad gurur jiianam susthiram)
seems to say one cannot get full knowledge from one single Guru alone, all
commentator-acaryas have said this does not mean one should erect a forest of Guru-

pictures on one’s altar —

Sridhara Swami comments:
jAana-pradam gurum eveti jiana-pradam gurum ekam eva vaksyati, mad-abhijiam gurum

uttamam [bha.pu. 11.3.22] iti.

“The word jfidna-pradam guru, or the Guru who bestows divine

knowledge, is in singular case in verses 11.10.5 and 11.3.22. »

Srila Jiva Gosvami’s Krama Sandarbha comment:

nany eka eva yogyo guruh kartavyah. tasmad eva sa-parikaram jiianam setsyati. kim va,
matantara-jia evanye prastavyah. kim gurv-abhdsair vyavaharika-padarthair ity
asarnikyaha—na hiti. ekasman mukhyad guror labdham supuskalam susthiram yaj jiianam
tad api na syat na sampadyate. kutah tatraha—brahmeti. tat-tan-matena mati-bharigad ity
arthah. tasman maha-guripadista-mata-posaya tad-viruddha-mata-nirasanaya ca sva-
buddhya mananartham vyavaharika-padartha eva gurutvena sambhavitah, na tu kapiladi-

matantara-sthapaka iti bhavah

« Actually one should surely accept one single qualified Guru and perfect
one’s knowledge through him. Should one then inquire from teachers who have
differing opinions? Why is it then recommended that one learn from many so-
called spiritual masters appearing in the forms of ordinary material objects? The
Avadhiita replies to this that even if one receives steady and profuse knowledge
from a single, major Guru, it cannot be accomplished by hearing from him

alone. That is made clear in the second half of the verse — “though brahman is
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unique, it is sung of by the seers in many different ways.” By hearing so many
different opinions our purpose and resolution is ruptured. Therefore while
hearing all these different teachers (by observing all these ordinary objects) one
should use one’s discriminating intelligence and due reflection to nourish and
strengthen the opinion of the great teacher (one’s own Guru) and to refute
opposing views. Consulting so many teachers should not serve to establish

opposing views like those of Kapila and others."
Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravartipada comments:

nanu mad abhijiam gurum santam upasita [bha.pu. 11.10.5] iti, tasmad gurum prapadyeta
jijiasuh sreya uttamam [bhapu. 11.3.22] ity ady uktibhya eka eva gurur
asrayaniyo’vagamyate. napi Svetaketu-bhrgu-pramukhair bahavo gurava asritah. satyam
mamapi mantropadesta gurur eka eva updsyo vartate. kintiipdsandyam anukiilya-
pratikiilya-drstantibhiita ete padarthah paramrsya guri-krta ity anvaya-vyatirekabhyam
me Siksa-gurava evaite jieyabh...... Siksa-guriinam tu bahulyam eva prayo jaiana-dardhya-

prayojakam ity aha—na hiti......

“From two other Bhagavata-verses mentioned before and after (11.3.21-
22 and 11.10.5) it is clear that one should take shelter of one single Guru alone.
Even great sages like Svetaketu or Bhrgu did not take shelter of many Gurus. I
also have accepted just one Guru who gives instruction on mantra. Siksa-gurus
with their direct and indirect teachings can surely serve to point out what
factors are favorable and unfavorable for my worship, though. Accepting many

instructing teachers is done for strengthening one’s knowledge.”
mad-abhijiiam gurum santam upasita mad-atmakam
(Sri Krsna in Srimad Bhagavata 11.10.5)

« A devotee should worship the serene Guru who knows Me as being

identical with Me. »

acaryo’ranir adyah syad ante-vasy uttararanih

tat-sandhanam pravacanam vidya-sandhih sukhavahah
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(Sri Krsna in Srimad Bhagavata 11.10.12)

“The Guru is the lower piece of wood, the disciple the upper one, and the
Guru’s spoken instruction is the churning rod. Divine knowledge is the blissful

fire created by the friction.”

dacaryam mam vijaniyan navamanyeta karhicit

na martya buddhyasiiyeta sarva devamayo guruh
(Sri Krsna in Srimad Bhagavata 11.17.27)

"You should know the acarya to be Me, never slight or disrespect him or
find faults in him, considering him to be an ordinary mortal, for Sri Gurudeva

is the aggregate of all the Gods."

Uddhava asked Krsna: ko bandhu « Who is the friend? » (Srimad Bhagavata
11.19.31)
Sri Krsna replied : bandhur gurur aham sakhe « O friend, the greatest friend is

Sri Guru, who is none other than Me. » (Srimad Bhagavata 11.19.43)
nr-deham adyam sulabham sudurlabham plavam sukalpam guru-karna-dharam
(Srimad Bhagavata 11.20.17)

« The human body is a great gift and is very rare; it is the primary boat to

cross the ocean of ignorance, and Sri Guru is its captain. »
naivopayanty apacitim kavayas tavesa
brahmayusapi krtam rddha-mudah smarantah
yo’ntar bahis tanu-bhrtam asubham vidhunvann

dcarya-caittya-vapusa sva-gatim vyanakti

(Srimad Bhagavata 11.29.6)
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Uddhava tells Sri Krsna: ,,Oh Lord, even great wise persons cannot get
square with You, even if they had gotten a lifetime of Brahma. They rejoice
when recalling Your generosity, for You have appeared externally as Sri Guru
and internally as the caitya-guru (inner controller) to remove all obstacles and

reveal You to us.”
Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravartipada’s tika on Srimad Bhagavata 11.29.34:
niveditatma mat-svariupa-bhiitadya man-mantropadesakdya gurave

sysurrender to me means surrendering to the Guru who instructs in My

mantra (the diksa-guru) and who is My very form.”

The Guru in the Bhagavad-Gita:

The only Guru-verse in Bhagavad Gita (tad viddhi pranipatena pariprasnena
sevayd, 4.34) seems to indicate that the Guru here is plural (the words upadeksanti,
jAanina and tattva darsina are all in plural case). However, the commentators all agree
that here too the worshipable Guru is in the singular. Sri Madhusiidana Sarasvati

comments:

bahu-vacanam cedam dacarya-visayam ekasminn api gauravatiSayartham na tu bahutva-
vivaksaya. ekasmad eva tattva-saksatkaravata acaryat tattva-jiianodaye satyacaryantara-

gamanasya tad-artham ayogad iti drastavyam

,»The dcarya is mentioned here in plural case but still he is one. The plural
case was only used here in an honorary way. It does not mean that one should
have many Gurus. Divine knowledge is arising from a single Guru who has seen
the truth. It is to be seen here that it is unfit to go to other Gurus for this
purpose.”

Sri Visvanatha Cakravarti comments:

pranipdatena jfianopadestari gurau dandavan-namaskarena. bhagavan kuto’yam me
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samsarah katham nivartisyate iti pariprasnena ca. sevaya tat-paricaryaya ca. tad

vijfianartham sa gurum evabhigacchet samit-panih Srotriyam brahma-nistham iti Sruteh

,Pranipdatena means offering prostrated obeisances to the knowledge-
instructing Guru. The pariprasna (inquiry) is: ,,Bhagavan (Gurudeva)! Why am I
am in the material world? How can I stop material life?” sevaya means serving
him or her.” Then he quotes the Upanisad-verse sa gurum evabhigacchet ,,To
know this, one should approach a Guru who is learned and realized”. All of this

is in singular case.
Sridhara Swami comments on the last verse of Bhagavad Gita (18.78):

sva-pragalbhya-balad vilobhya bhagavad-gitam tad-antar-gatam
tattvam prepsur upaiti kim guru-krpa-piyiisa-drstim vind
ambu svanjalind nirasya jaladher aditsur antarmani

navartesu na kim nimajjati janah sat-karna-dharam vina

“Does a person who desires to attain the Truths contained within the
Bhagavad-Gita by trying to understand them on the strength of his own
proficiency, realize them without the merciful nectar-glance of Sri Guru? Is a
person who desires to get the jewels that lie at the bottom of the ocean by
scooping out the water with the hollow of his hands, not doomed to failure

unless he is helped by an able captain?”

The Guru in the Upanisads :

dcaryavan puruso veda
(Chandogya Upanisad)

"Transcendental principles are understood by he who has taken shelter of

Sri Guru's lotus feet and who is surrendered to his service."

yasya deve parabhaktir yatha deve tatha gurau;
tasyaite kathita hyarthah prakasante mahatmanah
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(Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.23)

"To those great souls who recite the Vedas with equal devotion to Guru

and God, the purport of all this (Vedic) knowledge will be revealed".
tad vijiianartham sa gurum evabhigacchet samit panih Srotriyam brahma nistham
(Mundaka Upanisad 1.12)

"For the sake of acquiring knowledge, approach a Guru who is learned in

the scriptures and fixed in spiritual consciousness, with firewood in the hand »

uttisthata jagrata prapya varan nibodhata ksurasya dhara nisita duratyaya durgam
pathas tat kavayo vadanti
(Katha Upanisad 1.3.14)

“Get up! Wake up! Seek the guidance of an illumined teacher and realize
the Self. Sharp like a razor's edge, the sages say, is the path, difficult to

traverse.”

The Guru in the Gosvamis’ books :

In Sri Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu (1.2.74) Srila Riipa Gosvami has described 64
limbs of bhakti, starting with taking shelter of the lotus feet of a Guru, accepting an
initiation-mantra from him, learning the intricacies of bhajana from him and serving
him with love and faith. He mentioned three gates through which we enter the temple

of devotion:
guru padasrayas tasmat krsna diksadi sSiksanam visrambhena guroh seva.
Brhad Bhagavatamrta, 2.3.5-6 :

snatva sva-datta-mantrasya dhyanadi-vidhim uddisan

kificin mukhena kificic ca sariketenabhyavedayat
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jagada ca nijam sarvam idam presthaya te’dadam

sarvam etat-prabhavena svayam jidsyasi lapsyase

“Having bathed, Sri Guru instructed me in the rules of how to practise my
mantra and how to meditate on it. Some instructions he gave me verbally and
some through gestures. He said: ‘I have given you, my dear one, everything.
Whatever other secrets there are you will learn it spontaneously, by the power

of this mantra.«

Srila Sanatana Gosvami’s commentary :

nanu saniketopadesena tatra ca ksanikena katham tat tad asesa-vidhi-jianam sidhyet.
satyam tasyaivanugrahad ityaha - jagadeti. sarvam uddistam anuddistam api sadhanam
sadhyam ca. etasya mad dattasya sariga mantrasya prabhavena svayam eva jidasyasi

prapsyapi ca atmasat karisyasi.

"If you say, ‘how can Sri Guru, with just some gestures and instructions,
within a moment, accomplish (the Sisya's) endless knowledge of divine truths?
(Then to that the response is:) Truly, it all happens by his grace alone -
(attainment and realization of) all the sddhana and saddhya (means and goals)
that are described and not described. (Sri Guru says:) "By the power of the
mantra 1 gave and its ritual applications (sariga) you will know everything
spontaneously, and after you received it you will make it your own (realize it)

n

too.
Brhad Bhagavatamrtam (2.4.3-4)

bhaktim nava-vidham samyag jiiatvedam vanam agatah
apasyam sahasaivatra srimad-guru-varam nijam
purva-vad ra@jamano ’sau drstv@ mam pranatam muda

sasir-vadam samalingya sarva-jiio ’krpayat-taram

Gopa-kumara said: “Having learned the nine types of devotion I came to
this forest Vrndavana where I suddenly saw my own Sri Guru. He shone just like
before. Seeing me offering my obeisances to him he was very glad, blessed me

and embraced me. Then that omniscient one was most kind (to instruct me in the
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secrets of bhakti).”

Note: The word ‘nijam’, ‘my own’, shows that Sri Guru did not appear in the form of

some other person replacing him/her — it was the very same person.
Sanatana Gosvami comments on verse 4:

asau guru-varah pirvavad rajamana iti nirvikaritvadi bhagavad avatara-laksanam mathura

vrajabhiimi rasikatvam ca darsitam.

“(Though Gopakumara had been to the heavens and a long time had passed,
meaning thousands of years), $ri Guru was unchanged, which shows that he/she

is an avatdra of the Lord and a rasika of Mathura and Vrajabhiimi as well."

This confirms the eternality of the Guru as a distinct individual (not just a
tattva), as glorified in Narottama dasa Thakura's song: janme janme prabhu se' ('He is

my master, birth after birth').
The rest of Sanatana Gosvami’s commentary is interesting and important, too —

akrpayattaram atyantam krpam krtavan akhilam parama rahasyam bhakti-tattvam

anubhava paryantam upadisad ityarthah yatah sarvajiiah

“He was very compassionate, so he instructed me in all the greatest
secrets of bhakti, including the realizations about it. (This was possible because)

it came from the omniscient.”
Brhad Bhagavatamrtam (2.4.81-87) :

sri-bhagavan uvaca—
svagatam svagatam vatsa distya distya bhavan maya
sango’tra tvad-iksa@yam ciram utkanthitena hi
bahiini gamitany ariga janmani bhavata sakhe
kathancid api mayy abhi-mukhyam kincid akari na

asminn asminn ihehaiva bhave bhavi mad-unmukhah
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ity dsaya tavatyantam nartito’smi saddjnavat
chalam ca na labhe kificid yenadyam paripalayan
nibandham sva-krtam bhratar anayamy atmanah padam
tat te mayy akrpam viksya vyagro’nugraha-katarah
anadim setum ullanighya tvaj-janmedam akarayam
srimad-govardhane tasmin nija-priyatamaspade
svayam evabhavam tata jayantakhyah sa te guruh
kamam dirghatamam me’dya cirat tvam samapirayah

svasya me’pi sukham pusnann atraiva nivasa sthirah

The Lord said: "O my son! Welcome, welcome! I have been eager to see
you for so many days! O friend! You have gone through many births, but still
you did not show even the slightest interest in Me. In this birth you have turned
towards Me, and hoping for this I have been constantly dancing like an ignorant
person. O brother! I could not find any trick by which I could bring you here,
violating the injunctions of the Vedas and so. O child! I was very upset that you
ignored Me for so long. Being so eager for your mercy I violated the
beginningless religious principles that were made by Myself and made you take
birth near My own beloved Sri Govardhana, while I descended there as your
Guru, named Jayanta. Today you have fulfilled My long-standing desires! Just

stay here and increase My happiness and yours!"
Haribhakti Vilasa :
trayasva bho jagannatha guro samsara vahnind;
dagdham mam kala dastam ca tvam aham $aranam gatah
(Vaisnava tantra, Haribhakti Vilasa 1.102)

"0 $ri Guru! O embodiment of the Lord's deep compassion! Save me, who
am scorched by the fire of material existence and grabbed by the force of time!
O Lord! I am surrendered unto You!"

rikta-panir na pasyeta rajanam bhisajam gurum

(Smrti Maharnava, quoted in Haribhakti Vilasa 4, 343)
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“One should not see the king, a doctor or Sri Guru with empty hands.”
gurur yena parityaktas tena tyaktah pura harih
(Brahma-Vaivarta Purana, Haribhakti Vilasa 4.364)

“A person who gives up Sri Guru has already given up Lord Hari in
advance.”
athava devata ripam gurum dhyatva pratosayet

tasya cchayanusari syad bhakti-yuktena cetasa
(Haribhakti Vilasa 17.241)

“One should always be eager to satisfy Sri Guru to the best of one's ability
while meditating on him as the form of the Supreme Lord. With utmost

devotion, one should follow him like a shadow.“

guru-miillam idam sarvam tasman nityam gurum bhajet

purascarana-hino’pi mantri siddhyen na samsayah
(Haribhakti Vilasa 17.242)

“Sri Guru is the root of all these practices (like mantra-meditation),
therefore, one must always serve one’s Guru. By this, the practitioner of mantra
can attain perfection even without undertaking the (normally) obligatory
preparatory rites known as purascarana. Of this, there is no doubt.”

Srila Jiva Gosvami, Bhakti Sandarbha 209-

guru-bhaktya sa milati smaranat sevyate budhaih

milito’pi na labhyeta jivair ahamika-paraih

,An intelligent person who practises smaranam through devotion to Sri

Guru will attain the Lord, but persons who are filled with selfishness and pride
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will not, even if He came close by.” (Brahma-Vaivarta Purana)
Bhakti Sandarbha 237-

tatra yadyapi Sarandpattyaiva sarvam siddhyati. Saranam tam prapannd ye dhyana yoga
vivarjitah. te vai mrtyum atikramya yanti tad vaisnavam padam. iti garudat tathapi
vaisistya lipsuh saktas cet tatah bhagavac chastropadestrnam bhagavan mantropadestrnam
va $ri guru-carananam nityam eva visesatah sevam kuryat. tat prasado hi sva sva nana

pratikara dustyajyanartha hanau parama bhagavat prasada siddhau ca miilam.

"Although all worship reaches perfection by surrendering to the Lord,
since in the Garuda Purana it is written: "Those who surrender to the Lord will
transcend the mortal world even without practising yoga or meditation, and will
attain the world of Lord Visnu. Of this there is no doubt.", still someone who
desires a special perfection in worship will always particularly serve and
worship the lotus feet of his Guru, either the Guru who teaches him the holy
scriptures about the Supreme Lord, or the Guru who initiates him in the sacred
mantras of the Supreme Lord. The mercy of the topmost devotee is the root cause
of destruction of those bad habits that the practitioner could hardly give up

through many of his own endeavours."
yo mantrah sa guruh saksat yo guruh sa harih svayam

"The mantra is non-different from Sri Guru and Sri Guru is again non-

different from the Supreme Lord Hari." (Vamana Kalpa)

harau ruste gurus trata gurau ruste na kascana;

tasmat sarva prayatnena gurum eva prasadayet.
(Hari Bhakti Vilasa 4.360)
“When Sri Hari is angry, Sri Guru can protect the devotee, but when Sri
Guru is angry no one can save him; hence Sri Guru must be pleased by all

means.”

prathamam tu guruh pdjyah tatas caiva mamarcanam
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kurvan siddhim avapnoti hy anyatha nisphalam bhavet

« First Sri Guru is to be worshipped, then Me (Krsna). Then perfection will
be attained and not otherwise.’ (Hari Bhakti Vilasa 4.344)

vaisnavam jiiana-vaktaram yo vidyad visnuvad gurum
pujayed van-manah-kdyaih sa sastrajfiah sa vaisnavah
Sloka-padasya vaktapi yah piijyah sa sadaiva hi
kim punar bhagavad-visnoh svariipam vitanoti yah
“He who sees Sri Guru as equal to Visnu and worships him with body
mind and words is truly a knower of scripture and a Vaisnava. He who speaks
even one line of a sloka is ever-worshipable, what to speak of someone who

bestows the true form of Lord Visnu?” (Narada-paficaratra)

bhaktir yatha harau me'sti tad varistha gurau yadi;

mamasti tena satyena sandarsayatu me harih
(Devadyuti in the Padma Purana)

"If I have more devotion for Sri Guru than for Sri Hari, then on the strenght

of that truth Sri Hari will grant me His audience."
tasmad anyad bhagavad-bhajanam api napeksate

(Bhakti Sandarbha 237) - “Then (if there is such devotion to Sri Guru) the

devotee does not even depend on (need) performing worship of the Lord.”

yatha siddha-rasa-sparsat tamram bhavati karicanam

sannidhanad guror evam Sisyo visnumayo bhavet

“Just as copper is turned into gold by the touch of siddha-rasa, the disciple

becomes Krsna-conscious by being in the company of Sri Guru.” (Agama)

visnor namaiva pumsah ....... atha guroh sri-pada-dvandva-bhaktim
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“The holy name of Lord Visnu gives devotion to the two lotus-feet of Sri
Guru.” (Padyavali text 24)

Bhakti Sandarbha 238 :

§ri gurvdjfiaya tat sevanavirodhena ca anyesam api vaisnavanam piijanam sreyah anyatha
dosah syat. yatha sri naradoktau - gurau sannihite yastu pujayed anyam agratah. sa

durgatim avapnoti pijanam tasya nisphalam

“It is good to worship other Vaisnavas only if it is on the order of Sri Guru
and does not contradict his service. Otherwise it is a fault, as is said by Sri
Narada: “Whoever worships others in front of Sri Guru attains a bad destination

and his worship will be fruitless.”
Bhakti Sandarbha 283 :

divyam jianam yato dadyat kuryat papasya sariksayam
tasmad dikseti sa prokta desikais tattva kovidaih
ato gurum pranamyaivam sarvasvam vinivedya ca

grhniyad vaisnavam mantram diksa purvam vidhanatah

“That which bestows divine knowledge and destroys sins is called diksa
by the wise. Therefore one should offer obeisances to the Guru and offer him
everything before accepting Vaisnava-mantra-diksa according to the rules.”
(Hari Bhakti Vilasa 2.9-10) From Agama

Srila Jiva Gosvami comments: divyam jiianam hy atra §rimati mantre bhagavat-svaripa-
jAanam, tena bhagavata sambandha-visesa-jianam ca. “The divine knowledge is
knowledge of the true form of God which lies in the beautiful mantra and
through which one gains specific knowledge about one’s relationship with

Him.”

Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami’s Mukta-carita (4):
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nama srestham manum api Saci-putram atra svariipam
rilpam tasyagrajam uru purim mathurim gostha-batim
radhakundam girivaram aho radhika madhavasam

prapto yasya prathita krpaya sri gurum tam nato'smi

I bow down to my blessed Sri Guru, by whose grace I have received the
greatest name in existence, the holy name of Krsna, the 18-syllable Gopala-
mantra, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the son of Mother Saci, Svariipa Damodara,
Riipa Gosvami, his elder brother Sanatana Gosvami, the great city of Mathura,
the pastures of Vraja, Radhakunda, the best of mountains Govardhana, and the

hope of attaining Radhika and Madhava.....
guru-varam mukunda presthatve smara param ajasram nanu manah

“Oh mind! Please remember that the best of spiritual teachers is dear to

Lord Mukunda!” (Manah Siksa, Srila Raghunatha das Gosvami, verse 2)

The Guru eulogized by the Acaryas:

parananda guro bhavat pade
padam mano me bhagaval labheta
tada nirastakhila sadhana sramah

srayeya saukhyam bhavatah krpatah
“O most blissful Guru! When my mind attains a place at your lotus-feet,
all the tiresome labor of my spiritual practises (sddhana) will be finished, and

by your Grace I will experience supreme happiness!” (Sridhara Swami)

yadyapi amara guru caitanyera dasa

tathapi janiye ami tahara prakasa

“Although my Guru is the servant of Sri Caitanya, still I know him to be

the Lord’s manifestation.” (Caitanya Caritamrta Adi 1, 44)

February 15, 2024, 23



The importance of the Guru confirmed in the scriptures.

guru krsna ripa hon $astrera pramane

guru riipe krsna krpa korena bhaktagane
(Caitanya Caritamrta Adi 1, 45)

“The Guru is another form of Krsna, that is proven by the scriptures. Krsna

bestows His mercy upon the devotees in the form of $ri Guru.”

tate krsna bhaje, koro gurura sevana;

maya-jala chute pay krsnera carana
(Caitanya Caritamrta, Madhya 22.25)

“Therefore, worship Krsna and serve Sri Guru. Then the net of illusion

will break and you will attain Krsna’s lotus-feet.”
Srila Vi$vanatha Cakravartipada’s comment on Bhagavad Gita 2.41 —

mama $ri guriipadistam bhagavat kirtana smarana carana paricarandadikam etad eva mama
sadhanam etad eva mama sadhyam etad eva mama jivatuh sadhana sadhya dasayos
tyaktum asakyam etad eva me kamyam etad eva me karyam etad anyam na me karyam
napyabhilasaniyam svapne'pityatra sukham astu duhkam vastu samsaro nasyatu va na
nasyatu tatra mama kapi na ksatir ityevam niscayatmika buddhir akaitava bhaktav eva

sambhavet

"The devotional practise of glorifying the Lord, remembering Him and
serving His lotus-feet, as it has been instructed to me by my Sri Guru is my goal
and my life. It is impossible for me to give this up under any circumstance. This
is what I desire and this is my duty. I have no other duty than this and I don't
desire anything else, even in dreams! It may make me happy, it may make me
unhappy, it may liberate me from material existence or it may not - that makes
no difference to me at all" - such firm determination is possible in unadulterated
devotion."

guru-prasado balavan na tasmad balavattaram

tathapi sravanadis ca kartavyo moksa-siddhaye
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(Smrti-sastra quoted by Baladeva Vidyabhiisana in his tika of Vedanta siitra 3.3.45)

" $ri Guru’s mercy is most important. Nothing is more important. Still, in
order to attain liberation one should certainly hear the glories of the Supreme

Lord and serve Him in many ways."

gu-karas candhakarah syat ru-kara tan nirodhakah

andhakara nirodhitvat gurur ityabhidhiyate.

'The syllable gu indicates darkness (nescience) and ru indicates removal
of darkness (nescience). One who removes darkness - ignorance - is called
Guru.”

gu-karascandhakarah syat ru-karas teja ucyate,

gjiiana nasakam brahma gurur eva na samsayah
(Visvasara-tantra)

The syllable 'gu' signifies darkness-ignorance and 'ru' signifies light.
Therefore, it is undoubtedly true that self-effulgent Para-brahma, whose light

removes darkness-ignorance, is Guru.”

sad angadi vedo mukhe Sastra-vidya
kavitvadi gadyam supadyam karoti
manas cen na lagnam guror anghri padme

tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim?
(Sripada Sankaracarya, Gurvastakam - 3)
“One may carry all the six limbs of the Vedas and all scriptural sciences
within the mouth and one may be able to write the most exquisite poetry and
prose, but if the mind is not immersed in the lotus feet of Sri Guru, then what

of it, what of it, what of it?”

guravo bahavah santi
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Sisya vittapaharakah
tam ekam durlabhah manye
sisya hrt-tapa-harakam
(Skanda Purana, Guru Gita 3.162)
“There are many Gurus who are expert at taking away the money of their
disciples, but I consider only a Guru who removes the afflictions of a disciple’s

heart very rare.”

ekam apy aksaram yas tu guruh Sisyam prabodhaye
prthivyam nasti tad dravyam yad dattva so’nrni bhavet

(Canakya Niti Sastra 15,2)
“There is no treasure on this earth good enough to repay the debt the
disciple owes to his Guru for receiving even one syllable of his enlightening

knowledge.”

khanitva hi khanitrena bhiitale vari vindati

tatha guru-gatam vidyam Susrisur adhigacchati
(Canakya Niti Sastra 13,17)

“Just as one gets water from the earth by digging into it with a shovel,

one gets knowledge from Sri Guru by rendering service to him.”
ajna gurinam hy avicaraniya
(Raghu-vamsa 14.46)
“Guru's orders must be obeyed without consideration.”

nirvicaram guror @jna
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Ramayana (Ayodhya-kanda 22.9)

“Guru's orders must be obeyed without consideration.”
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